24 NOV 2002
Li m Term
AH LEK WANTS MCA PRESI|I DENT' S TERM LI M TED TO 3 TERMS

| POH, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- MCA deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek has
called for the party's constitution to be anended tolinmt the president's
termto a maxi mum of three ternms or nine years.

Li msai d t he suggesti on was based on wi shes of the grassroot nenbers
and the Chinese conmunity.

"As the deputy president, I will do ny best to ensure the wi shes of the
menbers to change the constitutionis fulfilled,” he said at a solidarity
di nner organi sed by the Kanpar, Batu Gaj ah and Tanmbun MCA di vi si ons and
attended by about 2,000 peopl e here | ast night.

Al so present were two vice-presidents, Datuk Chua Jui Meng and Dat uk
Chan Kong Choy and state | eaders alligned to the so-called "Team B" of
which Limis the | eader.

Presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik has been at the hel mof the
party since 1986 when he t ook over fromDatuk Tan Koon Swan whil e Li mwas
made t he deputy in 1990, taking over fromDatuk Lee Kim Sai .

Both retained their posts at the party's annual general assenbly this
year followi ng the inplenentation of the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad peace plan for the MCA

Li msaid he and other | eaders in "TeamB" were on a nationw de tour to
meet grassroot nenbers and to carry out refornms in the party, the second
| argest conponent in the Barisan Nasional .

"The people want to see changes in the MCA. As a party that has
dedicated itself to representing the Chinese conmunity, we nust fulfil
their wishes and live up to the trust the Chinese community has placed in
us, " he added.

Li msaid the nmenbers were al so unhappy over the phantomnmenbers i ssue
af fecting the party and wanted the | eadership to carry out an exercise to
flush out such nmenbers.

"The MCA nust carry out an exercise |like what the El ecti on Conm ssion
is doing to get rid of phantomvoters. But | amunhappy that certain
| eaders are not supportive of the nove," he added.

Chan, who al so spoke at the function, said he foresaw a change in the
| eadership of the party in the near future but did not el aborate.

"W hope a snmooth transition will take place,” he said.
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