04 MAY 2002

SAPP- Rot at i on

SARAWAK FORMULA THE | DEAL ALTERNATI VE TO SABAH ROTATI ON SYSTEM SAYS
YONG

KOTA KI NABALU, May 4 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Progressive Party (Sapp)

t oday proposed that the Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN) adopt the Sarawak nodel
of power-sharing as an alternative to the rotati on systemfor the chief
mnister's post.

Sapp president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said that although the rotation
systemwas good, it could not remaininthe long termand in the event the
system was scrapped, the neighbouring state's nodel could cone as an idea
alternative.

"Therefore it is Sapp's proposal that Sarawak's power-sharing nodel be
adopted as a basi s for di scussion by the Sabah BN," he sai d when openi ng
the party's Youth and Wanita convention, here.

Yong, who hinsel f was appoi nt ed Sabah chief mnister in 1996 under the
two-year rotation system said: "The Sarawak governnent is al so a coalition
of BN parties with the chief mnister's post held by a | eader fromone of
t he conponents.

"However, the major coalition parties are all given rel event positions
and therefore play significant roles in the state governnent."

He said the strength of the Sarawak nodel was power-sharing and this
had led to Sarawak's political stability and steady devel opnent.

Yong, who is the Gaya MP, said that in Sarawak the political and civil
servi ce appoi nt nents showed t hat the coalition partners and their views
were respected in that "we don't see Sarawak parties argui ng because of the
appoi ntrrent to an i nportant civil service position."

He said that he had spoken at the party's congress | ast year of the
need for the Sabah BN to di scuss and reach a concensus on the rotation
i ssue before the current rotation cycle ended but it had not done so.

Yong said the proposal to adopt the Sarawak nodel was anbng severa
views on the rotation systempresented by the party to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad i n February.

The systemwas i ntroduced when the BN t ook over the state government in
March 1994 to enabl e | eaders fromthe Musli mbum put eras, Chinese and
non- Musl i mbumi puteras to be appoi nted chief mnister on arotational basis
for a two-year term

Dr Mahat hir, who is the BN chairman, nmade slight nodifications to the
systeml ast year when Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at, representing the Chi nese
conmmuni ty, was appointed to the post.

Under the new format, the post is still rotated every two years but
will alternate between the | eaders of Umo and the other two communities

For exanpl e, when the current Chinese termis over in March next year,
the post will go to Umo, then to the non-Mislimbuni puteras and back to
umo.
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