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Aidid to appeal to Mnister

Lee Keng Fatt

MALAYSI AN AAU presi dent Datuk Syed Mohanmad Aidid Syed Murtaza (pic) said
he would wite to Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein to appea
agai nst the suspension inposed on the national body by the Sports
Conmi ssi oner on Feb 28.

Speaki ng at a packed press conference in Penang yesterday, Syed Aidid
said he would al so nake an appoi ntnment with H shammuddi n for a di al ogue
with the MAAU council nenbers.

"W will hear fromhimthe reasons for suspending MAAU," he said.

Prior to that, Syed Aidid said he woul d al so convene a neeting with the
council menbers to discuss the fate of the organisation

Citing his hectic business commtnent as reasons for the delay in
respondi ng to the suspension, Syed Aidid showed no enotional signs and in
fact described it as a normal challenge for him

"It has been two rough years since |I took office.

"And | have been bl aned many times for the problens arising in the MAAU
but I amtaking it as a challenge and | |ooked forward to it as a
rei nvention of the MAAU

"But then the Mnister has rightly pointed out that the problens at the
MAAU have gone on far too |ong.

"Besi des he has said that the suspension should be viewed as a step
taken by the Governnent to put right so many wongs in the association,"”
said Syed Aidid.

Asked if he would quit as president follow ng the suspension of MAAU
Syed Aidid said he felt that there was no necessity.

“In fact, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has told nme “you
hang on' during the Kuala Lunpur Sea Ganes flag presentation to the
athletics contingent |ast year.

"But as | had said before, | amwlling to step down if I"'ma
hi ndrance, " said Syed A did.
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