18 MAY 2002
Chua- Al DS
Al DS COUNCI L GETS QUARTER M LLI ON RINGGA T BOOST FROM M NI STRY

KUALA LUVPUR, May 18 (Bernama) -- The Health Mnistry will provide
RWR50, 000 to part cover the operational cost of the Ml aysian Al DS Counci l
(MAC) for this year, its minister, Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today.

This will be in addition to the governnent grant of RML for every RML
donation collected by MAC up to a maxi mumof RML nmillion, he said.

The RMR50, 000 al | ocati on was deci ded at a neeting between mnistry
of ficials and MAC representatives recently, he told reporters after the
openi ng of a photography exhibition on "Positive Lives, Positive Responses
to HV" at the National Art Gallery here.

The exhi bition, which showcases 250 phot ographs depicting the |ives of
people living with H V/ Al DS t hroughout Asia as well as Australia, Africa,
USA and United Kingdomw Il be held until June 12, 2002.

Chua said his mnistry viewed MAC as an inportant partner in educating
t he public about H V/ AIDS and in creating awar eness about the disease.

MAC president Datin Paduka Mari na Mahathir expressed gratitude for
every sen allocated by the governnent to the council but stressed that the
NGO needed RM2 nmillion annually to run its progranmes, while part of the
anount went towards treatnent of AIDS patients.

"Qur needs are expanding over tine. It is a constant struggle," she
sai d.

She al so said the nunber of H V/ Al DS cases had gone up, (totalling
about 45,000 cases |l ast year), as the public msunderstood the di sease.

"People don't understand what it is all about. They are under the
i npression that it won't happen to themand to soneone they know," she
sai d.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi who earlier
opened the exhibition told reporters that prejudice and negative perception
towards Al DS patients shoul d be stopped.

He said such attitudes could worsen the patient's condition.
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