23/ 01/ 2002

PM Apprenticeship chance to gain experience

BANG , Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d graduates, including
| aw students, should view apprenticeship as an opportunity to gain
experi ence.

Alluding to the on-going controversy on the necessity for |aw students
to chanber, the Prine Mnister said while some had labelled it "cheap
| abour” and of not being paid for work done, he felt the experience gained
was i nportant.

"The training is good for you. Maybe you should be paid a snal
al | onance, " he said.

Speaki ng at the launch of Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia's Career Day at
its main campus here, Dr Mhathir said apprenticeship would allow one to
learn the nitty-gritty in their profession

He said one mght be arned with various degrees but the qualification
was not a guarantee that they would excel in their profession

"While in university, we learn many things. But this is not the end
because we need to famliarise ourselves with the outside world, the
wor ki ng worl d. "

Recal ling his days as a houseman, Dr Mahathir said he gai ned inval uable
experience during the one-year stint.

"The experience obtained was far nore val uabl e than the RVA00 al | owance
paid. If we want to give a value, | think I should pay for the experience
obt ai ned. "

Rel ating a recent incident which took place at a Japanese restaurant he
had taken his wife and child for dinner, Dr Mahathir said he cane to know
that a Malay waiter serving himhad a di ploma i n busi ness nanagenent.

"I asked himwhat he was doing working as a waiter. He said he was
| ooki ng for experience and that he needed to understand the working
environnent. Hs attitude is |audable.

"W nust be aware that we cannot becone the manager or boss strai ght away
upon conpl eting our studies.”

Dr Mahathir said graduates nmust also be willing to work in areas other
than the field they graduated in, especially when jobs were scarce.

The Prime Mnister al so advised students to learn to adapt to the
wor ki ng worl d, which was a different environnent altogether from
university life.

VWil e public universities were dom nated by Bum putera students and
academnics, the environnent is different outside, he said.

"When students start working, they will find that they have to work with
ot her races, especially those enployed in the private sector. They nust be
able to adapt, otherw se they cannot worKk.

"They may feel discrimnated against or ill-treated because they are of
a different race fromtheir enployers.”

He said the sane applied for students of private hi gher educationa
institutions who were pre-dom nantly made up of non-Bum put eras.

Dr Mahathir also rem nded students not to think only of getting high pay
when they start working.

"What is inmportant is job satisfaction. If one thinks only of getting
hi gh pay, one will never be satisfied.

"Even when their pay is increased, their satisfaction will only be
tenmporary. Before long they will start clamouring for another raise."

"The real satisfaction is in seeing the fruits of our I abour, like the



success in inventing a better product.”
( END)
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