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Team B | eaders ready to scratch and bite back to gain support

Shansul Akmar

THE background music was fromthe bl ockbuster nmovie Once Upon A Tine in
China, in which Jet Li played the role of Wng Fei Hung (1847-1924), a
martial arts master.

It was obvious the choice of nusic to serenade the MCA Team B | eaders on
stage was not by chance but by design

After all, Wng, known as one of the 10 Tigers of Canton, represents a
hero of valour, courage, selflessness and, nost of all, sacrificing
hinself to defend the weak and t he oppressed.

The at nosphere and setting were set for MCA deputy president Datuk Lim
Ah Lek and the rest of the Team B | eaders to rise to the occasion.

He did not fail the audi ence when he announced his preparedness to nake
a coneback.

H s anal ogy, that "a retired life guard will not hesitate to save
someone fromdrowning", justified his decision and the reason for the
gathering, the first of a nationw de roadshow

The 26,000 crowd who paid for their dinner held at Bandar Springhil
near Port Di ckson was equally inpressive, enough to bring representatives
of the Ml aysi an Book of Records to docunent the achievenent.

But the question that arises fromall this is, what was the whole
epi sode all about?

"W have the support of the MCA and Chi nese grassroots. They are fed-up
with all the nmanoeuverings by Team A whomthey feel are only keen to hold
on to power at the expense of the community's interests,” said one of Team
B's | eaders present.

Asked whet her the nove woul d be viewed as goi ng agai nst the peace plan
outlined by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, he argued that Team A had
reneged on the plan

"They agreed to the status quo. Look at the manner in which they renoved
Ah Lek as the disciplinary conmttee chairnman,” he said, adding that he
chose to be anonynous as Team A | eaders may just discipline himsince they
had installed their nen as disciplinary conmttee nenbers.

He went on to vent his frustration on Team A, |isting other exanples,

i ncludi ng the appoi ntnment of Alor Star MP Datuk Chor Chee Heung to head
the party in Perlis and bypassing Perlis State Exco nenber Loh Yoon Foo.

"(MCA vice president) Datuk Chan Kong Choy, who is the incunbent
Sel angor MCA deputy chai rman, was purposely sidelined frombeing the State
chairman and i nstead, (Datuk Seri) Ong Ka Ting, who is an MP from Johor
was preferred.

"Simlarly in the case of Johor. Datuk Chua Soi Lek was nade the State
chai rman and overl ooked was the nost senior vice-president Datuk Chua Ju
Meng, who is an MP fromthe State."

The list did not stop there as the Team B | eader |isted nanes of young
councillors fromhis faction who were axed as nuni ci pal councillors.

It was obvious that a sense of being isolated and victimsed prevail ed
anong all Team B | eaders that night.

They, however, took confort fromthe nmassive turnout that night, giving
themthe capital to claimthat they did have the support of the masses.

Jui Meng described his sentinments about the show of support quite
succinctly: "Look at the mles and niles of smles.™

However, political pundits would say that nunbers do not count. It is
rather the way incunbents wield the power they have that determ nes who



survives the political battle.

It is a fact acknow edged by deputy president Lim but, he said: "The
voi ce of the grassroot MCA nmenbers will prevail and their aspirations
met. "

Kong Choy, who seened to be popular with the crowd and vi ewed as Ah
Lek's anoi nted successor, did not mnce his words when he openly decl ared
that the MCA needed changes in the | eadership.

Taki ng advant age of the atnosphere, Kong Choy said: "Leaders nust have
grassroot support. Wthout that, it is as good as a building wthout
foundation. "

Looki ng at the whol e episode, it was obvious that Team B was out to
prove to the Chinese that it matches Team A, |ed by MCA president Datuk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, in all departnents.

Sai d an observer at the function: "In Ah Lek, Team B has an equal if not
better |l eader than Dr Ling. If Ka Ting is Dr Ling' s annointed successor
Ah Lek has an excellent orator and successor in Kong Choy.

"Then there is Jui Meng, who is snooth and articul ate.

"I'n Serdang and Mentakab MPs Datuk Yap Pian Hon and Dat uk Fu Ah Ki ow,

t hey have staunch party nen who know the aspirations of the grassroots.”

Wth that, the observer said, Team B was as good as what Team A had to
of fer.

"Now, with the strong grassroot support, why should Team B | eaders be
i gnored and sidelined by Team A?" he said.

In short, the function was indeed a signal to Team A that Team B was not
about to take everything lying down and it was com ng back fighting.

The next question is, where does Team B want to take the matter to?

Ah Lek believed that there was a need to explain the matter to the
grassroots directly and the hol ding of such event was the best way
possi bl e.

Sai d a supporter of Ah Lek: "Team A has an Engli sh newspaper and two
Chi nese | anguage dailies to present their views.

"We have nothing. This is our only avenue to informthe grassroots of
what has been happening in the MCA and how the the party's name has been
dragged through the nud by sonme selfish | eaders.”

But an observer commented, after all was said and done, the function was
a Team B show all the way.

"The next stage will be whether Team A will prepare their own show of
strength. Probably they won't and let Team B do all the tal king and
finally becom ng just another voice in the w | derness.

"After all, there is not going to be any party election for the next
t hree years.

"WIl Team B have the stamina to pursue their cause until then?"

By the way, the backdrop on stage displayed the faces of Team B | eaders
with a slogan: "Revitalised and Marchi ng Forward".

More telling were the faces. They may never be Wng Fei Hung or any of
the 10 Tigers of Canton, but there is no doubt they are crouching tigers
ready to scratch and bite.
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