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Dr M Malaysia firmy against attack on Iraqg

Har dev Kaur

MALAYSI A is against any attack on Iraqg, especially if one is nmade w t hout
bei ng sanctioned by the United Nations, said Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.

An attack would only worsen matters and make peopl e think aninosity
agai nst Muslinms was behind it. As a result, there would be nore terrori st
activities, he added.

The Prime Mnister was replying to a question about a possible US attack
on lraq at a Press conference at the end of his two-day visit to India
yest er day.

On the role of the Organisation of Islamc Conference, Dr Mahathir said
the O C was agai nst an attack on Iraqgq but, unfortunately, its menbers did
not speak with one voi ce.

"Hopefully, they will be able to formul ate our common stand (when
Mal aysi a hosts the O C neeting next year), if it is not too late."

Dr Mahathir said that where international issues were concerned, there
shoul d not be unilateral action. Action should only be taken after being
sanctioned by the UN. The UN was bei ng negl ected, he added.

On talks with his Indian counterpart Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Dr Mahathir
said trade and economi c issues were discussed and that there should be
nore frequent flights to facilitate contacts.

The nunber of landing rights presently were not adequate, and Mal aysi a
Airlines was seeking nore flights to New Del hi and Minbai

Mal aysi a was al so seeking to reduce the inport duty on palmoil, which
was much hi gher than that inposed on soyabean oil inmports fromthe US

There was roomas well for increased participation by Ml aysi an
contractors. Mal aysia was al so keen to see India play a role in the Wrld
Trade Organi sati on negoti ati ons.

On many of the issues, India's views were sinmlar to those of Ml aysia
and ot her devel opi ng countries.

On | ndi a- Asean co-operation, Dr Mahathir said Asean was being viewed as
a good trading partner and India was keen to get closer to the grouping.

The Asean-India Summit in Phnom Phen next nonth shoul d see hei ght ened
co-operation between Asean and India in areas of prom se.

On his legacy as Prine Mnister, Dr Mahathir said the nost inportant
thing was continuing harnony in nulti-racial Mlaysia.
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