25/ 09/ 2002

Uni t ed agai nst hegenony

THE message coning out of the Asia-Europe Meeting is clear enough: there
are officially great differences and disparities in policy between the
United States and the rest of the world in matters concerni ng gl oba
security and international engagenment. And the fact that the Copenhagen
summ t involves 15 of the best and nost influential countries in Europe
and Asia should nore than raise eyebrows in the Wite House.

The | eaders, in their Declaration on Co-operation against Internationa
Terrorism unequi vocally underlined the need to take into account the root
causes of terrorismand for a nore conprehensive approach by the
i nternational community to deal with the issue. It is precisely over this
point that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has been tal king
hi nsel f hoarse on many platforms, in nunerous fora. Ml aysia indeed has
been unwavering in its stand that the terrorismmanifested in nany parts
of the world today is a synptom of a deeper ailnment or syndrone that needs
to be treated with political solutions.

VWile it may be too sinmplistic to suggest poverty, the cycle of historic
vi ol ence and specific Anmerican foreign policies as being the root causes,
it is equally unwise to rule out political resolutions as a sure way to
ease tensions in West Asia, a proposition shared by French President
Jacques Chirac and Dr Mahathir in their bilateral meeting on Mnday.

VWhile it is nost conforting to note that the Asem decl aration al so
addr essed anot her concern Ml aysia and many ot her countries have been
voicing - the rejection of any attenpt to associate terrorismwth any
religion, race or nationality - the Copenhagen sunmt brought to the fore
a rare show of protest, no matter how subtly, against US policies by sone
of the rich and powerful nations.

Voi ces raised at the sumt agai nst the American approach on Iraqg and
North Korea, for instance, proved significant. At least it shows that
there is indeed no roomfor Anerican hegenony.
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