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Syed Mokhtar tipped for Senai airport job

Rozi Al

PUBLI CI TY-SHY Tan Sri Syed Mkhtar Al -Bukhary has enmerged as the |ikeliest
candi date for the yet-to-be-announced Federal Government project to
upgrade Senai Airport in Johor to a state-of-the-art cargo airport,

sour ces said.

Feasibility studies at this juncture point to the capability of the new
Senai Cargo Airport attracting up to 30 per cent of Singapore's air cargo
busi ness.

The sources said this optimsmis not dented at all by the news that
Si ngapore i s going to upgrade the cargo section of Changi Airport.

"The upgradi ng of the Senai airport does not stop at devel opi ng hi gh-
tech air cargo facilities. Its nodernisation will be conpl enented by
dedi cat ed hi ghways and multi-rail services to Tanjung Pel epas Port (TPT)
and Johor Port. Malaysia will have nore to offer,” said the sources.

The idea is to turn Senai into the nucleus of a commercial nulti-
transport network and with TPT in the picture, Johor could easily be the
region's one-stop centre for inporters and exporters, they said.

The cost of upgrading Senai Airport to a cargo airport has yet to be
ascertained. But transport analysts believe it could easily run into a few
billion ringgit.

"I'f you're tal king about a sophisticated cargo airport conplete with the
air conditioning and cooling warehouse system tel ecomunications system

and an interchange to service road and rail links to Tanjung Pel epas Port,
Johor Port and the cities, then it would be in the region of a few billion
ringgit," said an anal yst.

But there is nore to it. The upgrading of Senai airport is only a part
of the Federal Government's plans to turn Johor into a state-of-the-art
i ntegrated transportation hub

The pl ans incl ude:

* building of Johor Baru Sentral station as an interchange for
integrated rail and road transportation services conplete with the | atest
t el econmuni cations and interactive nultinmedia facilities which are
equi pped wi th advanced fibre optics conmunication. This is said to be even
better than KL Sentral

* construction of dedi cated hi ghways from Senai to Tanjung Pel epas Port,
Johor Port, the proposed Johor Sentral, the futuristic bridge at the
Sout hern International Gateway or Cerbang Perdana that will replace the
Johor - Si ngapore Causeway and the new custons, imrgration and quarantine
(G Q complex at Tanjung Puteri and other cities.

* double track electrified rail, light rail transit and nmonorail from
t he proposed Johor Sentral to Senai, Tanjung Pel epas Port, Johor Port,
CGerbang Perdana, ClQ other cities in Ml aysia, Singapore and Thail and.

The total cost of these mammoth projects, inclusive of the Gerbang
Perdana and the ClQ conplex, is estimated at around RV27 billion. The
project is divided into several phases to be conpleted over a certain
nunber of years. One of the early phases is the nodernisation of the Sena
Ai rport.

Those famliar with the concept and structural plan said that the
mergi ng of all the major transportation networks - road, rail, air and sea
- will offer a conplete systemfor commercial clients. All will converge
at Senai, making it into a nega-transportation hub to cater to comerci al
transportation needs. And there will be spin-offs.



According to sources, an unidentified Japanese expert conceived the
initial plan and submitted it to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad a few years ago.

Many heads, including Konsortium Gerbang Perdana deputy executive
chai rman Dat uk Yahya Abdul Jalil's novel idea of a futuristic bridge to
repl ace the Causeway, contributed to the total plan of turning Johor into
the region's central high-tech comrercial multi-transportation hub.

Several players in the infrastrcture devel opment industry are not
surprised if Syed Mokhtar is awarded the Senai Airport project. "He has
proven hinmself in the Tanjung Pel epas Port", remarked a corporate figure
involved in the rail industry.

I ndeed, he has. Wth a controlling stake of 60 per cent through his
busi ness nom nees in the port operation, Pelabuhan Tanjung Pel epas Sdn Bhd
(PTP), he succeeded in wooi ng Denmark's Maersk Seal and International to
acquire 30 per cent of TPT. This assured the port of business fromthe
Dani sh conpany.

Then he scored a mmjor coup when Taiwan shi pping entity, Evergreen
Mari ne Corp, decided to shift its container operations from Si ngapore -
the worl d's second busiest port after Hong Kong - to Tanjung Pel epas Port.

Syed Mokhtar's navigation of the port would make himthe ideal candidate
for the job of making the proposed Senai Cargo Airport into a regional air
cargo hub.
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