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Mahat hir-Miltifaith
MAHATH R ON MULTI FAI TH COHESI ON

By: Wan Ahnad Hul ai m

LONDON, Sept 22 (Bernamm) -- Pal estinian President Yaseer Arafat
t el ephoned Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for hel p fromhis besi eged
compound in the West Bank just before he flew here en route to the ASEM
(Asean- Eur ope) neeting in Copenhagen on Monday.

The Prinme Mnister said during his stopover here Saturday that he woul d
respond to this call for help by witing to Western | eaders to seek their
interventioninthis "nost terrible situation” where Israeli troops have
already | aid Arafat under siege wi th about 100 supporters in his
hal f-destroyed admni ni strative buil di ng.

He was speaki ng to Mal aysi an journalists soon after addressing a
Muslimled multifaith community regeneration group, Faith Regen, at the
Sul ai mani ye Mosque, in one of the nost deprived inner city areas in East
London on the theme "Milti-Faith Cohesion".

Dr Mahathir said that Arafat called himfromhi s besi eged headquarters
just as he was | eaving Mal aysi a Fri day.

"Arafat told ne he was under quasi house arrest. This is a nost
extraordi nary situation although | knowthey are doing this to hi mbecause
of the recent bonb expl osi on by suici de bonbers. Even wi thout Arafat, these
operations will continue as they do not take their cue fromhim" Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"I fear that if Arafat is killed, he will be regarded as a martyr and
as an oppressed person, and this will I ead to nore viol ence, nore bonbi ng
attacks."

He repeated a call that he had nmade to Western powers earlier at the
| uncheon neeting that they should | ook at the roots of “"terrorism and not
just tal k about increased "security" neasures.

"There's too nmuch concentration on security, howto i nprove security
and howto nmake it fool proof. By itself, it will not solve the terrori st
probl em You nust | ook at the causes...you can't put up barriers all the
time," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the Mal aysi an experience of fighting terrorism
had been nore effective as the probl emhad been tackled not only mlitarily
but al so through wi nning the hearts and m nds of the peopl e.

He said of the present situation: "Here's a conflict that will go on
for along tinme. The world will live in fear for a long time because the
fight against terrorismis being done the wong way."

Defining terrorism he said that it should not be confined to just acts
of violence as there were al so currency specul at ors who were econoni ¢
terrorists whose acts in underm ning the val ue of currenci es had caused
severe unenpl oynent, riots and deat h.

"This is an act as wicked as terrorism" Dr Mhat hir said.

Earlier at the multifaith neeting, a Christian nmenber of the audi ence
spoke i n support of his advocacy of the gol d-backed Islam c dinar and fair
trade.

"There are sone Christians -- very fewl'mafraid -- who share the idea
t hat nmoney naki ng noney is evil. W are very nmuch encour aged by you," the
questioner told him

Dr Mahat hir responded by saying that gold, having an intrinsic val ue,
woul d have been harder to attack, even though its val ue too coul d have
risen or fallen at various times.

Toillustrate this, he produced a worthl ess five hundred billion dinar



i ssued by the Yugosl av governnent which was worth 12 US cents when it was
printed and nothing at all today.

"What is paper currency? It is just a bluff.... If we use the gold
di nar, the chances of people playing around with the currency will not be
there (but) if M Soros (a key specul ator during the recent Asian financial
crisis) were to deval ue the gold dinar and he wanted to sell it at half the
price, thenl'd be quite willingto buy it fromhim" he said to ripples of
| aughter fromthe audi ence.

Now, expanding on this thene, Dr Mahathir said that there were already
one or two West Asian countries that had expressed interest intrading with
Mal aysi a on the basis of the gold dinar.

"It is true that gold being a conmodity will al so be subject to
specul ation, but the value will not go down as badly as paper currency that
i s exposed to specul ators,” he said.

He told his mixed faith audience in his of f-the-cuff address at the
Mosque t hat Mal aysi a's success as a multifaith nati on was based on nut ual
respect for each other's religion, although there were extrem sts tryingto
di srupt this harnony.

"We believe -- we Malays -- believe we are Musli mfundanentalists.

Peopl e have this idea that these are extrem sts prone to terror or the
like, but if you believe in the fundanental teachings of |Islam you becone
very tolerant," he said.

Bef ore endi ng his busy stopover engagenents here which started soon
after his arrival by Malaysia Airlines flight at Heathrowin the norning,

Dr Mahathir told Ml aysian journalists that he did not expect very much
fromthe ASEM neeting i n Copenhagen but there were non-contentious issues
that coul d be di scussed.
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