30 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Vot er s
UWNO CLAI MS PAS USED PHANTOM VOTERS TO W N ANAK BUKI T SEAT

KUALA LUWMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that Umo has checked the el ectoral roll for the Anak Bukit state and
Pendang parlianmentary by-el ections in Kedah | ast nonth and found t hat PAS
had used phantomvoters to win in Anak Bukit.

The prime minister said that fromthe four ball ot boxes in Anak Bukit,
Umo had found that nore than 500 of the voters did not work or reside in
t he constituency.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said Umo was al so puzzl ed
over the fact that several of its supporters could not cast their votes
because they were not listed as voters.

"They used two nethods...one is by transferring voters (who support
PAS) fromareas that they could not win to other areas so that the nunber
of their supporters (inthe latter) is nore than half.

"The other way is by taking out the names of peopl e who don't vote for
PAS fromthe electoral roll in the areas concerned," he told reporters
after chairing the Umo suprene council meeting, here.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo wanted t he El ecti on Conmi ssion (EC) to explain
howthe |ist of voters registeredinthe two constituencies was different
fromthat in the possession of the ECofficers inthe polling centres.

"There had been i nstances of Umo supporters who were |isted as voters
in these constituencies being told suddenly by the ECofficers that their
names were not in the list when they wanted to cast their votes," he said.

He said Umo's investigation reveal ed that 1, 359 nanes had been del et ed
fromthe original list Umo had of voters in the Pendang by-el ecti on.

In the by-el ections which were conducted follow ng the death of PAS
presi dent Dat uk Fadzil Noor, who hel d both seats, the Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
won t he Pendang seat with a 283-vote majority but lost in Anak Bukit by 508
vot es.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo believed that if the matter could be rectified,
the BN candi date fromUmo could win the by-election with an even bi gger
majority.

He al so wanted the ECto reviewthe electoral roll for the whole
country to ensure that there was no recurrence of the "phantomvoters" or
"di sappearance of voters' names" incident in future.

He feared that the incident of votes being cast by those not working or
residing in the constituencies concerned would recur if the probl emwas not
checked now.

He said Umo wanted the EC s current |ist of voters to be reviewed and
replaced with a new and nore accurate |ist.

Dr Mahat hir said Umo was thi nki ng of what to do next regarding the
matter and wanted further clarification fromthe EC

"PAS has used this tactic in several elections in the past and this
nust be stopped right now, " he said.
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