12 APR 2002
Kel ant an- Di nner
SULTAN AND MAHATHI R ATTEND " PEOPLE' S DI NNER' AT PALACE GROUNDS

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernama) -- The Sultan and Raj a Perenpuan of
Kel antan attended a "people's dinner” at the state pal ace grounds i n Kubang
Keri an toni ght together the the people and federal governnent |eaders |ed
by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The di nner for 30,000 people, held in conjunctionwith the Sultan's
52nd birthday, nade it into the Mal aysi a Book of Records for having the
bi ggest nunber of guests and the bi ggest procession of birds.

Dr Mahat hir witnessed the presentation of certificates for the two
records to the organi ser, the Kel antan People's Action Council, a
non- gover nnent al or gani sati on.

The di nner, organi sed with the sponsorshi p of several major conpani es,
was tel evised live by RTMon TV1.

Organi sing comi ttee chai rman Dat uk Paduka | brahimAli said the dinner
was hel d to enhance unity anmong t he peopl e of Kel antan and uphol d t he royal
institution.

Those present included Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamad Al i, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, M nister of Culture,
Arts and Touri smDat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, Mel aka Chi ef M ni ster
Datuk Wra Al'i Rustam and Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman.

Kel ant an Umo chi ef Dat uk Mustapa Mohanmed and forner chi ef Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah al so attended the dinner.

The event started with the Sultan, Raja Perenpuan and ot her nenber of
the Kelantan royalty, as well as Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasnmah, being
mount ed on horse carriages along a 1. 5kmroute fromthe I stana Mahkota to
| stana Negeri .

The carriages were specially brought in fromLanpang, Chi ang Mi,
northern Thail and.

The cabinet mninister and chief mnisters present joined in the
procession by riding in specially decorated trishaws.

Al'so in the procession was a replica of the "petalawati' nystical bird
that was 7.3 netres long and 6.1 netres wi de.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir called on the people of Kel antan, which has
been under PAS rul e since 1990, to opt for a governnent that could bring
devel opnent and prosperity to the state.

"I amsure the Kel antan people are aware that if we nmake an unw se
choice, or make a sel ection out of feelings of anger, the choice will not
benefit us," he said.

The Prine M nister said the federal governnent was always willing to
assi st Kel antan beconme a nore devel oped state and t hereby providing
enpl oynment to its people.

"If even now we are able to provide Kelantan with an allocation that is
not snall, nearly RWA billion ever year, what nore if we have a cl oser
rel ationship with the state governnent," he said.

Di nner guests were al so entertai ned by popul ar | ocal singers including
Siti Norhaliza and Nora.

There were al so silat and traditional dance performances as well as a
fireworks display.

Toni ght's mammot h processi on was the first such event in the state
since PAS cane to power.

The PAS state governnent, however, ignored the procession and di nner.
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