11 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r- Ent r epr eneurs
STUDY AND OVERCOVE WEAKNESSES, DR M TOLD MALAY ENTREPRENEURS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
| aunched t he yout h chanber of the Ml aysi an Mal ay Chanbers of Comrerce with
a rem nder that Malay entrepreneurs need to study reasons for their
weaknesses and strive to overcone them

The Prime M nister said remedi al measures shoul d i nclude incul cating
virtues such as pati ence and perseverance as well as cul tural val ues that
have been tinme-tested reci pes for success.

Di spl ayi ng wi sdomin sei zi ng busi ness opportunities and maki ng t he nost
of funds provided to launch their ventures were al so pre-requisites for
success, he said.

Enphasi sing the need for experience as well, Dr Mahathir said: "One
| acki ng experience should work first togainit and learn the nitty-gritty
of doi ng business."

The launch was held at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre here.

Dr Mahat hir said while the common tal k was that many Mal ay-run
busi nesses had to cl ose down after facing depletion of capital, thereality
remai ned t hat the choi ce of a busi ness venture shoul d be conpatible with
t he fundi ng aspect.

I gnoring to mai ntain business discipline could al so be a pitfall, he
sai d.

The Prime M nister said one fact which had to be acknow edged was t hat
this country had a policy of giving priority to Bum puteras but after nore
than 40 years of independence, other races in Ml aysi a appeared to be nore
successf ul

Dr Mahat hir said anong the factors that could have led to this
situation was the Mal ay cul ture which did not attach i nportance to the
educat i on aspect and the nmastering of know edge.

"Qur achievenent is still weak, not commensurate with the effort,
opportunities and facilities that have been given....even though there are
24 million Mal aysi ans, the nunber of educated Mal ays is very few conpared
to the Chinese and Indians," he said.

He urged Mal ays particularly students to correct their attitude by
showi ng interest intheir studies and at the same tine ractifying the
situati on where there were nore woman students at | ocal institutions of
hi gher | earning at present.

The Prine M nister also said there were all egations that the Chinese
were nore successful because they cheated but this was not the act ual
truth.

The Prime M nister said the Chinese practised principles that
contributed to their success such as striving and har dwor k.

Earlier, Azlan Shah Jaffril, Chairman of the Dewan Miuda, in his speech
said the formati on of the body was to create an effective nmechanismto
produce nore young Mal ay entrepreneurs.

It was not a place to enable themto get contracts.

I nstead the Dewan Muda woul d assi st themto have networking and
facilitate comuni cati on wi th governnent officers to resol ve any probl em

It would al so serve to disseninate infornmati on on the nore than 30
funds that had been set up to hel p young entrepreneurs and organi se
programes to explain current issues in |ocal and gl obal business.

The idea of such a body was nooted by the President of the Ml ay
Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry of Ml aysi a Dat uk Seri Abdul Rahman Mai din



and nmenbership is open to nmal e Mal ay entrepreneurs aged between 18 and 35.
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