28 JAN 2002
UNHCR- Conpl ai nt
UNHCR CRI Tl Cl SED FOR HANDI NG ROHI NGYA REFUGEES OVER TO MALAYSI AN POLI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- The United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner
for Refugees (UNHCR) was today criticised for handi ng over 28 Rohi ngya
Musl i masyl umseekers to the Mal aysi an authorities | ast Friday.

Secretary-general of the Rohingya Information Centre Syedul Amin Syed
Ahmad sai d today that i nstead of providing shelter or protection for the
asyl um seekers, the UNHCR had cal |l ed the Ml aysi an authorities and handed
them over to the police.

"The UNHCR i s under a duty to hel p oppressed comunities |ike the
Rohi ngyas. Even they are recogni sed as refugees under the UNHCR nmandat e
because they have been vested with the humanitarian nandate by the UN and
Ref ugee Conventions," he said in a statenment, here.

He urged the UNHCR to treat Rohi ngya Muslims on par with ot her asylum
seekers and to stop i nhunan treat ment of Rohi ngya asyl umseekers and
refugees in Ml aysi a.

Twent y- ei ght Rohi ngya Musl i mrefugees, including women and chi | dren,
fromthe Arakan provi nce of Myannar broke i nto t he UNHCR conpound here to
seek asyluml ast Friday and were handed over to the police the foll ow ng
day.

"W beg the government of Malaysia, particularly the Prinme M nister,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, for synpathy so as to give tenporary
shelter until the Rohi ngya people canreturn to their honeland i n Arakan,"
he said.

He said that if the Rohingyas here in Ml aysia returned now under the
present regine, they woul d be subj ected to massi ve human ri ghts viol ati ons.

These Rohi ngyas are part of about 7,000 Rohi ngya refugees stranded in
Mal aysi a since 1988.
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