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SMART PARTNERSHI P DI ALOGUE, NOT JUST A TALK SHOP

By: Mohd Fai zal Zakari ah

LANGKAW , Aug 1 (Bernama) -- Proponents of smart partnership dial ogues
often smart in their eyes when sonme cynics unfairly suggest that the Q obal
Smart | nternational Dial ogues Series have been a "tal k shop".

Bel i evers of smart partnershi ps say that nuch progress has been
achi eved since the concept was nmooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad under the spirit of "prosper thy neighbour” in 1995.

But supporters of the smart partnershi p novenent al so concede that it
will take tine to produce results.

Smart partnership is about transformation, not a revol ution, said Datuk
Dr Ahrmed Tasir Lope Pihie, president and chief executive of the Ml aysia
| ndustry- Governnment Group for H gh Technol ogy (M GHT).

M GHT is the co-organi ser of the G obal 2002 Smart Partnership
I nternational D al ogue which begins fromtoday until Saturday. The ot her
co-organi ser is the Commonweal t h Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent .

G obal 2002 i ncorporates the Langkawi I nternational D al ogue (LID),
Southern Africa lnternational D al ogue (SAI D) and East Africa International
Di al ogue (EAI D).

Dr Ahrmed enphasi zed that LID, which is held biennially on this resort
i sl and, was not a tal k shop as proven by the transfornmati on and progress
that it had brought about.

"But it takes a bit of tine for things to happen as results cannot be
achi eved instantly," he added.

Dr Ahned reckoned that the transformation as a result of smart
partnership ought to be carried out in an orderly and civilised manner so
t hat what had been endeavoured woul d | ast and not be too disruptive to the
social, administrative and political structures.

He said M GHT was itself a smart partnership between t he governnment and
the private sector worki ng i n synergy, prospecting primarily for business
and i nvest ment opportunities.

Short termproducts of smart partnerships are not the nmeasurement of
success for the smart partnership di al ogues, he said.

Dr Ahmed said M GHT was nore interested in the | ong termvision, |ong
termpartnerships and the rolling effects arising fromlong termbusi ness
devel opnents rat her than short termones.

The success or failure of smart partnership shoul d not be generalised
as sone initiatives could be marred by devel opnents beyond one's control,
such as changes in policies brought about changes i n | eadership.

As a testinony to the fact that smart partnership was working well, Dr
Ahned said nore African countries were eager to |l earn fromthe approaches
t hat Mal aysi a had undertaken and i npl enent t hemsubsequently.

O her exanpl es of smart partnership in action were the pronotion of the
| SO 9002 Cari bbean qual ity managenent progranme, further devel opnent of the
Cari bbean busi ness enterpriseinitiativethrough smart partnership, an
i nnovative governnent-private sector partnership in establishing and
managi ng the Akwa | bom State University of Technol ogy in N geria, building
capacity for the tuna fishing industry and devel opi ng sustai nabl e vil | ages
in South Africa, to name a few.
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