29 JUN 2002
Museum Shi ps
SEARCH FOR SOVE 60 SUNKEN GALLEONS

MELAKA, June 29 (Bernama) -- The Museumand Antiquity Department is
searching for sonme 60 anci ent nmerchant shi ps whi ch sank of f the country's
coast, said its Director-General Datuk Dr Adi Taha.

He said the effort, to facilitate research and treasure retrieving, was
being hel d with the cooperation of several international maritinme agencies.

However the identity of the ships and where they were believed to have
sunken coul d not be reveal ed due to several reasons including that of
security, he said.

"W (departnent) have set up a maritine archeology unit two years ago
with six menbers conducting research on artifacts retri eved fromsunken
vessel s," he said after opening an exhibition on sunken treasures here | ast
ni ght .

The two-day event, jointly held by the Renai ssance Hotel and Nanha
Mari ne Archeol ogy, displays artifacts retrieved fromthe sunken Tha
gal | eon "Royal Nanhai".

Anong the artifacts were ceranmic and porcel ai n wares, believed to have
been made i n China over 650 years ago.

Adi said the departnent's maritinme archeol ogy unit was not being abl e
to conduct research at the seabed as it was fully equi pped for the task

"However its staff took part in expeditions held by foreign firns
| ooki ng for treasures fromthe sunken wrecks".

He said the departnent had so far coll ected 60,000 artifacts, nost of
it spoons found in ships which sank i n the South China Sea of f Ronpi n,
Pahang.

Adi al so said two nore nmuseuns woul d be set up in Putrajaya, one on a
Mal ay et hnol ogy and the other, on the environnent.

A national autonobile nuseum the brainchild of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, woul d be set up near the Sepang F1 Circuit, he
sai d.
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