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Janal uddi n- Pol i cy
ALTERNATI VE SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR EAST BOUND STUDENTS

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

TOKYO, Dec 12 (Bernamm) -- The Government will study sources of
alternative funds to finance the educati on of Mal aysi ans under the Look
East Policy programe, Director-Ceneral of Public Service Departnent Tan
Sri Janal uddi n Ahmad Damanhuri sai d.

He said such a study was necessary as based on the present format, the
| oans received fromthe Japanese Governnent for their education in that
country woul d have been fully utilised by 2004.

"The PSDw Il discuss this matter with the Econom ¢ Pl anning Unit (EPU)
and find an appropriate approach to fi nance the educati on progranme after
2004," he told Bernama after attending a di nner with Ml aysi an students who
are studying i n Japan under the Look East Policy Programme, here | ast
ni ght .

Jamal uddin is a nenber of the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s del egati on now vi siting Japan

Dr Mahathir arrived here early today for a two-day official visit in
conjunction with the 20th anni versary of the | aunchi ng of his Look East
Pol i cy.

Jamal uddi n sai d the Japanese Governnent had given a RMA74 million | oan
to Malaysia in 1999 for the education and traini ng of Mal aysi an students in
Japan under the Look East Policy progranme.

The | oan was gi ven when Mal aysi a was faci ng fundi ng problemfor the
pur pose during the econoni ¢ sl owdown t hen

He said the PSD sent about 250 students annually to Japan under the
policy for diploma and degree progranmes.

The nunber represented about 25 per cent of the 1,000 students
sponsored by the PSD every year for study overseas.

Earlier speaking during a di al ogue with the students, Janal uddi n sai d
he believed that the Government woul d continue with the Look East Policy as
it had benefited Ml aysi a.

He said the Government was conmitted to the policy and the PSDitself
had been urged to i ncrease the nunber of schol ars under that education
pr ogr amme.

"Before 2004, we will rmake an entire review and find ways, even w t hout
the | oan, to secure funds so that the programe can be continued, " he sai d.

Jamal uddi n sai d even before Japan gave the | oan, students were sent to
Japan fromthe governnent's own funds.

Mal aysi a was grateful to Japan for hel ping out during the econom c
sl omdown period, he added.

Mal aysi an students were al so sent to South Korea under the Look East
Policy.

Jamal uddi n al so believed that the Look East Policy woul d be conti nued
even after the change in | eadership in Ml aysi a next year
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