23 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - St udent s
STUDENTS SHOULD KNOW HOW TO VALUE | NDEPENDENCE

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 23 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad, has said that students who will inherit the country's
| eadership and ensure the nation's progress and civilisation should be able
to val ue and preserve the country's i ndependence.

They shoul d be prepared to shoul der the responsibility of uphol ding the
country's i ndependence, he said.

"Students should prove their undivided |loyalty to their country," he
said in his nmessage to the souvenir progranme i ssued on the occasi on of the
Secondary School Student Leaders Patriotic Assenbly which is underway here.

Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to cl ose the assenbly being attended by 1, 040
student | eaders fromacross the country at Stadi umPerbadanan Pasir Gudang
near here tonorrow.

Stressing that students were very inportant assets to the country, he
said as future | eaders, young peopl e shoul d pursue know edge as their main
responsi bility and objecti ve.

Dr Mahathir said only with know edge and efficiency could Mal aysi a
energe as a united and successful nation, one that would have to be
reckoned with.

St udent s shoul d be sensitive to the situation around them the Prine
M ni ster said.

Al'l these el enents were inportant in moul ding their character and
buil ding up their capacity to handl e chal | enges and real i se Vi si on 2020.

Hence students shoul d nake good use of their time in school to | earn
and increase their know edge and | eadership skills, he added.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hman in his nmessage said the
young generation had the responsibility to continue the struggl e and defend
the nation's independence.

Education Mnister Tan Sri Musa Mbhamad said patriotismwas the spirit
or willingness to defend the soverei gnty and honour of the country as wel |l
as its policies and | eadership

"This programme is to instil the spirit of love for the country and the
willingness to cherish its freedomand i ndependence and strengthen the
I i nks anong student | eaders,"” he said.

Musa sai d the School s Division of the ministry organi sed the gat hering
as part of the Merdeka Month cel ebrati ons.
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