10/ 03/ 2002

Variety of experts for ulama counci

PENANG, Sat. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said
today Muslimexperts in the various disciplines would be invited to be
menbers of the proposed National U anma Consultative Council

He said they woul d serve as expert consultants on cases that required
their expertise to resolve.

"W will invite experts in the field of sociology and scientists, anong
others, so that they can share their know edge and experience w th other
nmenbers of the council,” he said.

"This way, we can resolve any issues affecting the comunity
effectively.”

Citing an exanple, he said Royal Prof Ungku Aziz had consulted a
Uni versity Al -Azhar schol ar before setting up the Tabung Haji .

"Ungku Aziz is an econom st, but he had consulted an expert on various
syariah | aws and both of them have contributed in their own ways to the
successful setting up of Tabung Haji .

"This shows the inportance in including experts in other disciplines as
menbers of the council so that any issues affecting the community can be
addressed and resol ved effectively,” he said.

Abdul | ah said this to reporters after attending a Hari Raya open house
organi sed by the Mislim League here.

Gracing the event was Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas, who
was acconpani ed by his wife, Toh Puan Majinor Shariff.

Al so present were forner Penang Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Dr Handan
Shei kh Tahir, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Mislim League
presi dent Datuk Shai k Allaudin Ismail

Abdul | ah was asked on the progress of the setting up of the council,
nmooted as a recognition of the local ulamas' contributions to the country
and to include themin nation building.

He said Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Brig-Jen (Rtd) Datuk
Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin has been tasked to identify the possible nenbers
of the proposed council

"Once this is done, we will submt the Iist of names to Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, " he said.

Asked if menbers of the Persatuan U amak Mal aysia would be invited as
menbers of the council, he said there were no plans to invite anyone from
any associ ati ons.

"If the person is an expert in a certain field and he happens to be a
nmenber of a certain association, then so be it.

"If the person attends the neeting, he does so because he is an expert
inacertain field,” Abdullah added.

Asked on the Barisan Nasional's preparation for the Ketari State by-
el ection, he said Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob had been
appointed as its director of operations and that Umo vice-president Tan
Sri Muhammad Muhanmmad Tai b woul d assi st himas he had assisted Perlis
Ment eri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimin the | ndera Kayangan by-
el ection in January.

( END)
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