12 FEB 2002
Wor ker s
AVBASSADCR DEFENDS MALAYSI A' S STANCE ON | NDON WORKERS' | SSUE

JAKARTA, Feb 12 (Bernanm) -- Ml aysia's anbassador to I ndonesia, Datuk
Rast am Mbhamed | sa has def ended Mal aysi a's stance on the "hire | ndonesi an
workers last" policy, saying it is not about discrimnnation against the
wor kers.

"To us...what is validis that on Jan 17, a riot occurred, which was
i nstigated nostly by I ndonesi an wor kers whi ch got grossly out of hand,"”
Rastamtol d | ndonesi an reporters neeting himat the Ml aysi an enbassy here
yesterday as quoted by "The Jakarta Post."

On that date, about 500 | ndonesi ans working at a textile factory in
Ni | ai, Negeri Senbilan, went on a violent riot as a protest against the
pol i ce who were about to detain 16 of their coll eagues for suspected drug
abuse.

Rastamsai d that the incident was shocking to Mal aysi ans who had never
conduct ed thensel ves in that manner.

The governnment, inits final reviewon the issue that included
returning half of the nore than 566, 000 | ndonesi an workers in Mal aysi a,
only agreed to accept I ndonesian working in plantati ons and as nai ds.

The anbassador said that he had no wish to comment on the high rate of
crinmes, "gross violations commtted by | ndonesi ans" in Mal aysia which
reportedly included violent thefts, rapes, nurders and extortion.

"I't is not because Mal aysi a finds | ndonesi an workers particularly
frightening or athreat to Mal aysi a...our government believes that nore job
opportunities should be given to nore deservi ng Mal aysi ans, " he sai d.

Rast am sai d that under the new | abour policy on reducing foreign
wor kers in Mal aysi a, I ndonesi an wor kers, except those who were working in
pl antati ons and as mai ds, woul d be repl aced by workers from ot her
countri es.

Mal aysi a' s nove on the I ndonesi an workers has caused a stir inthis
archi pel ago republic, asit will give further pressure on its unenpl oynment
problemwhich is rated at alnmost 40 million | ast year

St udi es have projected that about 50 million people will be wi thout
jobs this year as the country still failstolift itself fromthe abyss of
economi ¢ nal aise it suffered since m d-1997

Several | abour bodies and activists called on President Megawat i
Sukar noputri, who has been silent on the issue, to neet Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to di scuss the matter.
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