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AMERI CAN GROUPS WELCOVE ENHANCED US- MALAYSI A Tl ES

By: E. Sivabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 14 (Bernama) -- American-based groups are convi nced
that Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's current visit to
Washi ngt on, which has further reinforced bilateral ties between Ml aysia
and the United States, will spur increased economic activities between
them

Besi des creating a conducive environment for businessmen fromthe two
countries to conduct business, they said it would pave the way for nore
visits between top governnent | eaders and officials.

The Heritage Foundation president Dr Edwin J. Feulner said that the
i mproved ties would definitely strengthen econoni c cooperation between
Mal aysia and the US, which is a major market for Ml aysia.

Mal aysia is the 11th largest tradi ng partner and the 17th | argest
export market of the US. Total trade between both countries stood at
US$29.6 billion (RML12.48 billion) | ast year.

Mal aysia's exports to the US were estimated at US$17.9 billion (RVB68. 02
billion) while US inports to Mal aysia were at US$11.8 billion (RW4. 84
billion) last year.

Anerican investnents in Ml aysia between 1996 and 2000 were val ued at
US$6 billion (RV22.8 billion) but declined to US$2.9 billion (RML1. 02
billion) in 2000-2001.

The Heritage Foundation, founded in 1973, is a research and educati ona
t hi nk-tank whose ains are to pronpte conservative public policies based on
free enterprise

In describing Dr Mahathir as "an outspoken and controversial man,"

Feul ner said that the prine ninister has strong views whi ch were exchanged
at a di nner Monday ni ght organised by the United States-Ml aysi a Exchange
Associ ati on ( USMEA)

"It is a very good way for himto start business,” he said, referring
to Dr Mahathir's openness and frankness in wanting to start afresh with the
USin terns of bilateral ties and economnic cooperation.

Frontiers of Freedom chairman Senator (Retired) Ml col mWall op agreed
that the business clinmate between the two countries would be further
st rengt hened.

He praised Dr Mahathir for defining the US war on terrorism- that it
is not a war against Islamor Mislins but against terrorists.

"It (Dr Mahathir's definition) has nade a huge inpact in the US," he
sai d.

Frontiers of Freedomis a non-profit organisation which is dedicated to
protecting the constitutional rights of all Americans and restoring
constitutional linmts on the extent and power of governnent.

USMEA director Ken Sheffer said that Washi ngton wanted to further
expand its relations with Kual a Lunpur.

"The prime ninister has nade a positive return to Washington," he said,
referring to Dr Mahathir's last visit to the US in 1994 when he net then
President Bill dinton.

Feul ner, who held a joint news conference with Wallop and Sheffer for
t he Mal aysi an nedi a Monday night, admitted that US-Mal aysia ties were
"frosty" when Cdinton was the president.

Dr Mahathir arrived here Monday for a three-day visit where he will
hold tal ks with President George W Bush and top nmenbers of the Bush
admi ni stration at the Wi te House on Tuesday.



USMEA chairman Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub, who al so attended the
news conference along with his vice-chairman Datuk Jamal uddin Jarjis, said
that the fact that Dr Mahathir was staying at Blair House, the US
president's official guesthouse, clearly denonstrated that Bush has high
respect for the prime ninister.

He said that Blair House, |ocated opposite the White House, was neant
for friendly heads of state.

Megat Junid al so reveal ed that there were groups within the US which
wanted to "sabotage” the Mahathir-Bush neeting.

"There are a few groups (but) I amnot so worried about them" he said.

He, however, declined to reveal the identity of the groups or the
peopl e behind t hem when asked by journalists.

As for USMEA, both Megat Junid and Sheffer said that its mssionis to
get the Anmericans to see Malaysia for what it really is - a country which
shares simlar val ues and experiences with the US.

"Qur goal is to bring US-Mal aysia relations to sone |evel of nornmalcy,"
he said. USMEA was formalised in Kuala Lunpur early this year.
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