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Asean- Secretari at
AWM TO DI SCUSS MALAYSI A' S OFFER TO HOST ASEAN+3 SECRETARI AT

By: Jackson Sawat an

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, July 28 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's offer to host the
Asean+3 Secretariat has been included in the agenda for discussion at the
two-day 35th Asean M nisterial Meeting (AMM here fromtonorrow, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said.

Descri bing the inclusion as sonething positive, he said this had
brought the proposal "out in the open”

"The Asean+3 wi |l be discussed and Kual a Lunpur offers to | ook further
into howto go about establishing the secretariat,”" he said at a nedia
briefing on his arrival to attend the 35th AWM here.

It is learnt that Malaysia's wish to host the secretariat had been
included in the draft of the joint-conmunique to be issued at the end of
AMM on Tuesday afternoon.

In the draft communique, it is understood that Asean foreign nministers
woul d al so want the Asean Secretariat based in Jakarta strengthened but
noted Mal aysia's offer to host the Asean+3 Secretariat in Kuala Lunmpur

Syed Hanmid said: "At |east, we have put the subject on the agenda to be
di scussed...before this, it was never discussed (in that manner). First
when we di scussed even the Asean+3, there was no agreenent, but Kual a
Lunpur went on (with the offer)," he said.

The Asean+3 -- seen as the refined version of East Asian Econom c
Groupi ng or EAEG nooted by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad --
groups all the 10 Asean countries plus Japan, China and Korea.

"W want it to be recorded...otherwise it remains within the corridor
of power. W& want it to be in public domain, that it has been di sussed, but
the only thing is that we have not arrived at the final decision," he said.

Asked on the perception that the proposed Asean+3 Secretariat would
"steal the shine" fromthe Asean Secretariat in Jakarta, Syed Ham d sai d:
"I think the nenbers are convinced of the inportance of the
secretariat...there is norejectiontoit.

"And | don't think the discussion at the noment is on the concern that
it will take the shine (fromthe Jakarta Secretariat)...l don't think it
wi | | happen because Asean is operating onits own."

He said Asean+3 was entirely a different ball game altogether and if
not hi ng was done, the "plus three" countries mght think that Asean was not
gi ving neani ngful effort toit.

On putting Asean+3 matter under a bureau or unit of the Jakarta
Secretariat, Syed Ham d said such setup would not reflect the inportance of
Asean+3.

"Qur viewis that if we do that, the focus will be different. W want
Asean Secretariat to focus on Asean activities while another secretariat at
the wi der Asean+3 context rather than just be an addendumto Asean
Secretariat," he said.
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