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AN EVENTFUL YEAR DOM NATED BY THE WAR ON TERROR

By: Abdul Miin Mjid

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 19 (Bername) -- The trouble started with Sept 11
2001 and by the tinme bonmb bl asted a Bali nightclub one year |ater,
terrorismconpletes its domnation of the international affairs in the year
as governnents grapple with the shadow ess eneni es that know no boundari es.

The war against terror led by the United States has seen anong ot hers
the destruction of a nation, specific countries being branded as terrori st
states, people being singled out for closer scrutiny based on their
nationalities and religion, and countries indiscrimnately slapping travel
advi sori es on other countries.

I ndeed, the twists and turns in the international fight against
terrorismare worthy of a John Le Carre's spy fiction. The only difference
is that, this tine, it is for real.

Mal aysi a and Sout heast Asia have found thensel ves ensnared in the
terrorismweb with the discovery of terrorist cells in the region with
al | eged connections to the al-Qaeda terrorist group said to be behind the
Sept 11 destruction of the Wrld Trade Centre in New York which killed sone
t hree t housand peopl e.

And much to her dismay, Ml aysia cane under international scrutiny when
it emerged that terror suspects linked to the horrific attacks in the US
had nmet several times in Kuala Lunpur.

The international nedia went to town with the story that Ml aysi a
served as a primary "launch pad" for the attacks on Anerican soil until the
US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBlI) director Robert S. Mieller 11
hi nsel f poured cold water on the accusation during a visit here in March.

ROOT QUT THE CAUSES TO END TERRCRI SM

Ami dst the unl eashing of the awesone Anerican military m ght on
Af ghani stan in the wake of Sept 11 to flush out al-Qaeda nenbers | ed by
Saudi militant Osama bin Laden, Ml aysia expressed its belief that the root
causes of terrorismmnust be addressed if ever the nenace is to be wi ped
out .

This perception was echoed at various international mneetings which
Mal aysi a participated and its nmost vocal purveyor is none other than Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad hi nsel f.

The Prime M nister brought this conviction to the Oval O fice when he
travelled to the US | ast May for a high-profile nmeeting with President
George W Bush during which the Arerican | eader thanked Dr Mahathir for his
strong support on the war against terror.

Washi ngt on and Kual a Lunmpur al so inked an anti-terror pact that
provi des, anong others, for the exchange and fl ow of information and
intelligence between both sides.

COOPERATI ON W TH WASHI NGTON

Mal aysi a and the US have shared information and acted agai nst suspected
terrorists long before the Sept 11 tragedy.

In New York, a grimfaced Dr Mahathir visited "Gound Zero", the site
i n downt own Manhattan where the | andmark twin towers of the Wrld Trade
Centre once stood.

True to her words, Kuala Lunpur allowed the FBI to interview |lnterna
Security Act prisoner, Yazid Sufaat, over his alleged connection to
Zacari as Moussaoui, a French national of Mroccan descent who has been



charged in the US for the Sept 11 attacks.

Mal aysi a al so deported in Cctober suspected American terrorist Ahned
I brahimBilal followi ng the revocation of the passport of the Internationa
I slamic University Ml aysia student by US authorities.

The country's comitment in conbating terrorismwas further underlined
when it agreed to the setting up of a counter-terrorismcentre for
Sout heast Asia in Kuala Lunpur, an idea nooted by US Secretary of State
Colin Powell when he visited Malaysia in July.

As noted by government | eaders and anal ysts, fighting terrorismis
not hi ng new to Mal aysia as shown by her ability to stanp out the Conmuni st
terrorists and crack down on hone-grown extrem st elenments trying to
threaten public order and topple the el ected governnent through viol ence,
wel | even before Sept 11

FROM BALI TO AFRI CA

As the war on terror is waged all over the globe with the backdrop of a
possible US-led mlitary attacks on Iraq for suspected conceal nent of
weapons of mass destruction, the world was again jolted -- this tinme by
bonb explosions in Bali on Cct 12 which killed close to 200 peopl e, al npbst
hal f of them Australi ans.

The bonbi ngs put Indonesia, |ong accused of draggi ng her feet on the
war agai nst terror, under intense international spotlight and pronpted
Western governnents to put out travel alerts advising their citizens to
avoi d Sout heast Asi a.

The nove has been roundly condemmed by Asean, the regional grouping of
10 Sout heast Asian countries which, at its 8th summt in Canbodi a | ast
mont h, decided to hold its 9th nmeeting in Bali next year in a show of
solidarity with I ndonesi a.

And Dr Mahat hir was annoyed by a US State Departnent statenent that
Mal aysia could face Bali-style attack, pronpting himto declare that it was
tant anount to an econom ¢ sabotage of this country.

SALE OF WATER TO S| NGAPORE

Anot her issue that gained a wi de coverage this year is the sale of
wat er by Mal aysia to Singapore, with clainms and counter-clainms traded
across the Causeway.

At the core of the rowis Kuala Lunpur's intention to increase the
price of raw water it sells to the island republic which now stands at
three sen per 1,000 gallons under two agreenents signed in 1961 and 1962
whi ch expire in 2011 and 2061, respectively.

The two sides are expected to go back to the negotiating table early
next year.

Mal aysia's deportation of illegals workers especially to Indonesia and
the Philippines al so made headl i nes as Kual a Lunpur's decision to inprison
and cane those caught working here wi thout proper docunentation did not go
down well with certain parties.

The burning of the "Jalur Genilang" at the Mal aysi an enbassy gates in
Jakarta in August by denonstrators over the matter elicited angry reactions
here but the matter di ed down after the | ndonesi a Manpower and
Transm gration M nister Jacob Nuwa Wa denounced their action.

ARROYO S BLUSHES

More serious accusations arising fromthe deportati on exercise cane
fromthe Philippines which alleged that Filipinos awaiting repatriation had
been ill-treated by Ml aysi an authorities.

And Mani |l a dropped a bonbshell with its claimthat a young Phili ppine
nati onal had been raped at a tenporary detention depot in Sabah whi ch saw



President Goria Arroyo witing personally to Dr Mahathir urging the
Mal aysi an governnent to investi gate.

After it was later revealed that the girl is actually a Ml aysian, the
prinme minister told Manila to apol ogi se for junping to concl usion. But none
was forthconm ng

The girl is now back in Mal aysia after the Aidilfitri celebration and
the authorities had swng into action to probe the allegation and nail the
culprits.

| NTERNATI ONAL ARBI TRATI ON

Mal aysi a and | ndonesia are also | ocked in a legal battle at the
I nternational Court of Justice in The Hague on a dispute involving the
sovereignty over Sipadan and Ligitan islands, off the coast of Sabah.

During six days of hearing which started early June, Ml aysia presented
its case that the two islands are part of a group of islands in Mlaysian
waters, and are |linked to Mal aysia economically and socially.

The di spute, which started in 1969, canme to an end on Tuesday when the
ICJ ruled that the two islands bel onged to Ml aysi a.

Bot h | ndonesi a and Mal aysi a had signed a witten undertaking to abide
by the | CJ decision and that stroke of the pen showed the world that border
di sputes can be settled in the nost civilised and peaceful way.

Despite a heavy schedul e at home, Dr Mahathir visited nmany countries
this year including Britain, Denmark, Russia, Germany, Poland, France,

Saudi Arabia, Libya, Mrocco, Bahrain, India, Pakistan, Brunei, Thail and,
Myanmar, Japan and Vatican City where he net Pope John Paul |1

But his nost interesting trip nust have been the week-long visit to
freezing Antarctica earlier this year aboard a Russian ice-breaker. This is
because his visit serves to focus on Malaysia's stand the last wild
frontier on earth nmust belong to all humanity and nations. -- Bernama
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