11/ 01/ 2002
Mal aysi a offers site for Asean-Japan university

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI A has offered to host the proposed Asean-Japan university, which is
aimred at increasing the pool of technical workers in the Association of
Sout h- East Asi an Nations (Asean), particularly Ml aysia.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Ml aysia's successfu
"Look East" policy is an advantage for the country to house the proposed
uni versity.

"Qur experience in ternms of the "Look East' policy is a strong point in
Japanese- Mal aysi an rel ations,” he told newsnen after attending a neeting
between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and visiting
Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum in Putrajaya yesterday.

During the | eaders' neeting, Syed Ham d said, Koizum voiced Japan's
appreciation for the "Look East" policy which the Japanese prenier
descri bed as successful and a symbol of the strong relationship between
Mal aysi a and Japan.

He said the setting up of the university will provide unenpl oyed skilled
Japanese nanpower with the opportunity to assist in the devel opnent of a
bi gger technical workforce in the region.

"Koi zumi said Japan is keen on Dr Mahathir's idea of making use of
skill ed Japanese workers who are unenpl oyed to involve thenselves in
technical fields in Asean and Ml aysi a.

"Mal aysia's offer is not only in respect of technical training ... it
nmust be upgraded to university level. Thus, Malaysia is willing to supply
the site for the Asean-Japan university to provide technical cooperation
and to train students in Asean and ot her regions," he said.

More than 1,000 Mal aysi an students have been sent to study in Japan
under the "Look East" policy.

However, it is expensive for Ml aysian and Asean students to pursue
their studies in Japan. As such, Syed Hami d said, the setting up of such a
university will reduce the cost of |learning fromthe Japanese and at the
sane tinme reach nore peopl e throughout the Asean region

Koi zumi, who arrived in Kuala Lunmpur from Manila yesterday, is on a
week-1ong visit to the region ained at expanding relations with Asean
countries.

This is his first trip to the region since becoming Prime Mnister |ast
April. He had planned to enbark on the trip in Septenber |ast year, but
had to postpone it followi ng the September 11 terrorist attacks in the US

During the nmeeting with Dr Mahathir, Syed Hanmid said, Koizum gave his
assurance that Japan would continue to provide Malaysia with financia
assistance to carry out devel opnent programes.

"Japan has al ways given |loans to Mal aysia. Malaysia will continue to be
able to access yen | oans under Oficial Devel opnent Assistance (ODA)," he
sai d.

Prior to his leaving for the Asean trip, Koizum was quoted by the nedia
that he was expected to discuss prospective cuts in Japan's ODA with
I ndonesi a and ot her Sout h-East Asian |eaders in the |ight of Japan's
econom ¢ problens and the need to ensure that aid was used "as effectively
as possible".

Syed Hanid said Japan wants to continue to make its presence felt as an
econom ¢ power and at the sane tine | ook at East Asian countries,

i ncludi ng Asean and other regions, as its inmportant partners.

"They not only want to do things together but also act together in order

to bring prosperity to the region," he said.



Descri bing the neeting between the two | eaders as productive, Syed Ham d
said they al so discussed bilateral, regional as well as internationa
i ssues of concern to both countries.
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