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Anal ysts believe Proton Arena, Wja 1.8 will see good demand

Ham sah Hamid

PERUSAHAAN Ot onobi | Nasi onal Bhd (Proton), Malaysia's biggest carnaker
yesterday unveiled two new nodels, the light utility vehicle Proton Arena,
and the 1.8-litre Proton \Wj a.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad officiated at the
[ aunchi ng of the new nodels in Putrajaya. Al so present was Proton chi ef
executive officer Tengku Tan Sri Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

On-the-road prices of the Arena, which conmes in three versions, range
from RVMB7, 250. 21 for the low |line, RV39,552.22 for the sporty mediumline
and RMA1, 249.42 for the sporty high line.

The Waja 1.8 is priced between RW7,000 and RW/8, 000, dependi ng on the
accessori es package.

Both nodels are already available in the market. The Proton Arena is
di stributed by Proton Edar Sdn Bhd, while the new Waja is distributed by
both Proton Edar and Edaran O onobil Nasional Bhd.

Anal ysts contacted by Business Tinmes believe that demand for both the
new Proton nodels will be good although car sal es are now seasonal |y weak.
They said the [ aunching of the new nodels is part of Proton's strategy to
sustain sales nonentumin the second half of the year

"They want to capture the niche market and expand their product |ine,"
an anal yst said.

Anot her sectoral analyst said the Proton Arena could sell well inits
segnent as it is alnost half the price of the Ford and M tsubishi range of
pi ck- ups.

Prices for Ford pick-ups range between RWO0, 000 and RMVBO, 000.

As for the Waja, the analyst said the 1.8 would be able to capture the
upper segment of the market as the nodel has been the conpany's best-
selling car.

"For the lowpriced Arena, the quantumin earnings (of Proton) may not
be that much. Furthernore, it is still new and depends on the acceptance
fromthe people,” the anal yst said, adding that Proton may be targeting
the Arena at Kancil owners who wish to change their cars.

Meanwhi | e, Proton Edar chief executive officer Datuk Maruan Mohd Said
di sm ssed suggestions that the Proton Wra Aeroback will be phased out
after the roll-out of the Proton Arena.

"W will continue to sell the Wra Aeroback as both the Wra and the
Waj a are the biggest segnents for us. Wra now constitutes nore than 40
per cent of our sales," he told reporters.

The Proton Arena is based on the nechanical features of the Proton Wra
1.5 saloon but features a two-seater cabin and a spacious flatbed to neet
demands of a cross-activity vehicle.

According to Proton, the Arena is designed as either a business or
lifestyle vehicle as well as a synbol of individuality and adventurous
spirit.

One of the Proton Arena's features is the flatbed, which can carry a
maxi mum | oad of 570kg while the tailgate is able to withstand a | oad of
300kg. The Arena is powered by a 1.5-litre 12-val ve EFI engine that drives
the Wra 1.5, with Proton's proprietary EM5S 400 engi ne managenent system
Its engine neets the EURO 11 standard for em ssion control

The 1.8-litre Proton Waj a has hi gher specifications and a new power
train, featuring electronic throttle body control or drive-by-wre,
variable valve timng and auto adaptive transm ssion. These features



enabl e i medi ate digital response and, subsequently, inproved driving
experi ence.

Proton said this nodel is a response to the demands of the donmestic and
export markets for a new generation Proton with higher perfornmance |evels
and advanced feat ures.

The 1.8 Waja is built on a platformdesigned by Proton, which was
devel oped fromthe ground up by Mal aysi an engi neers using the national car
manuf acturer's advanced research and devel opnent facilities and rapid
prototyping centre in Shah Alam It is powered by a brand-new 1.8-litre
four-cylinder double overhead cam 16-val ve engi ne with enhanced ride and
handl i ng features and reduced noi se, vibration and harshness.

One of the nost striking features is the drive-by-w re which inproves
reliability and drivability by elimnating the use of a conventiona
mechani cal throttle and sharpens throttle response.

Safety features of the 1.8 Waja include an enhanced all-disc brake
system as well as airbags for the driver and the front passenger in the
prem um nodel s.
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