28/ 09/ 2002
PM Rai se value of Malay reserve |and by developing it with others

Ham dah At an

SI MPANG PERTANG, Fri. - The value of Malay reserve | and can be rai sed by
devel opnent projects run by non-Ml ays, private conpani es and

mul tinational s.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has suggested that Ml ay
Reserve Land Enactnents nati onwi de be anended accordingly, starting in
Kual a Lunpur and Kedah.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
said he would table a paper on the matter in Cabinet next week.

"I have chaired a few neetings on this with representatives from Kedah,
the Federal Territory and related agencies. | will table a special paper
on the matter to the Cabinet, together with Land and Co-operative
Devel opnent M nister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam " he told reporters after
giving awnay F-C ass certificates to contractors and Tekun | oans to
entrepreneurs in Jel ebu.

He added that the Government had agreed that several matters pertaining
to Mal ay reserve | and be pursued to shore up its val ue.

The Jel ebu MP, who said a committee chaired by himhad been set up,
added that the anmendnents woul d pave the way for viable economc
activities to be carried out on Malay reserve | and.

"It is hoped that with the anendnment, the econom c val ue of Mal ay
reserve | and can be enhanced and transactions involving such |and be
expedi ted wi t hout much hassle.”

The Governnent, Rais said, had agreed in principle that the | eases on
Mal ay reserve |and should extend nore than 50 years.

The question of Ml ay ownership of such | and woul d not arise, he noted,
as the and woul d remain in Mal ay hands.

"There is no question about this. This is nore about questions on howto
develop the land."

He said the status of Mal ay Reserve Land shoul d be changed so that it
coul d be devel oped by private conpani es.

The conmittee , he said, was entrusted with weedi ng out inpedinents
whi ch had so far hanpered projects on Malay reserve | and nati onw de.

"This is the angle we are focusing on in Langkawi and the Federal
Territory," he said.

However, any econonic activities to be carried out on the |Iand nust
first receive the endorsenent of the respective State Governnents.

Rai s added that the Governnent woul d encourage the involvenment of non-
Mal ays and | and owners in joint econom c projects.

"Proposals on the anmendnment will be forwarded to the respective State
Governnents. "

Rai s expected that other State Governments would follow suit if the
pil ot proposed amendnent in Kedah and Kual a Lunmpur proved succesful, and
it was up to the discretion of all parties concerned to determ ne the
economic activities to be carried out.

"What is nore inportant are efforts to get rid of |legal inpedinents that
have hanpered econom c programres on the land. | would visualise the
parties concerned will be interested in setting up factories or corporate
conpani es that can entail economc activities on Malay reserve land."
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