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Terrorismto take centrestage at tal ks between Dr M and German | eaders

Ram an Sai d
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Prine Mnister's visit to Gernmany tonmorrow wl |
serve to strengthen the good rel ati ons between Mal aysia and the republic.

Both countries are expected to discuss terrorism a subject expected to
take centrestage at tal ks between Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad and
CGerman | eaders, including Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder.

CGer man Anbassador to Mal aysia Juergen AR Staks said ties between
Mal aysi a and Germany coul d be described as excellent, grow ng, substantive
and friendly.

"As such, it is about tinme Dr Mahathir cane to Germany. W wel cone his
visit as we consider each other as good partners especially in trade,

i nvest ment and econony,"” he said in an interview here.

St aks said he expected the topic on terrorismto feature promnently
during the talks.

After Sept 11, he said terrorism along with Afghani stan and the
escal ating conflict in the Mddl e East, had becone the nost inportant
topi cs of discussion.

"We consider Malaysia a noderate Islamic nation with good ties with the
Islami c world.

"W want to take advantage of these connections. W want to get your
advice on how to approach a particular (Islamc) country, Governnent or
event."

Dr Mahathir is expected to brief Gernan | eaders on Malaysia's stand and
that of the Islamc world's, especially the mstake of |abelling al
Muslins as terrorists.

Staks said Dr Mahathir's nessage would hel p foster nutual understandi ng
and nmake Gernmans understand the role of Islamin society.

Germany has sone 600, 000 Muslins, nost of whomlive in Col ogne and
Berlin.

Staks said he was pleased with the progress of the integration progranme
in his country, with mutual understanding and tol erance being "much, much
better".

He added that Germany was wor ki ng on programes to continuously devel op
under st andi ng on both si des.

"Children go to the sane schools as non-Miuslinms. W are trying to put
across the nmessage that we have to respect each other's religion and try
to develop a lifestyle which nakes it easy for us to live with one
anot her . "

Staks said the tal ks would al so include the social, scientific and
educational ties between both countries.

"We have recently concluded an agreement with Universiti Teknol ogi Mara
and Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a.

"In Decenber |ast year, | gave a work party for 38 Ml aysians, all U TM
students who are undergoing a two-year training programme in Germany. This
co-operation is based on a nenorandum of understanding with U TM

"OF the 38 students, 20 have never been outside of Malaysia. | consider
t hem courageous as they were going into the winter cold and a new
environnent and culture,"” he said, adding that the programe had been very
successf ul

Staks said there were also plans to forge Internet connections between
German hi gh schools and their counterparts in Ml aysia.

"Students do not have to pay fees in German universities. Sone



uni versities have devel oped programes for English-speaking students."”

St aks said Germany had a success story of sorts in Ml aysia including
t he German- Mal aysi an Institute which celebrates its 10th anniversary this
year.

He said the two countries could al so co-operate in science, and that
German conpani es were particularly interested in the Miltinmedia Super
Corri dor.

"There are many small- and nediumscale industries in Germany that are
active in what the MSC is dealing with. It wuld, therefore, be a real
pity if we could not share our expertise with Ml aysia."

Staks said Germany is the nunber one European Union country in Ml aysia
in ternms of investnent.

"There are many CGerman conpani es in Johor, Penang, Kuantan and Kual a
Lunpur. BASF, a mmjor CGerman chem cal plant, has plans to expand its
operations in Mlaysia."

He said Germany would also look into the possibility of assenbling cars
here.

"We're looking for a country with natural resources, a well-functioning
infrastructure and a wel | -devel oped and skilled | abour force. Ml aysia has
all these.”

On tourism Staks said Malaysia should carry out nore intensive
canpai gns ai ned at GCer nans.

"Sonme 70,000 Germans visit Malaysia annually... this figure could be
nore. | have personal ly canpai gned anong friends and relatives. | told
themthe hotel rates are cheap and the highways perfect. One can go
anywhere."
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