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SNNi - Qpportunity
SNNi OPPORTUNI TY FOR SQUTH NATI ONS TO EXCHANGE NEWS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernama) -- The Smart News Network Internationa
(SNNi ) offers nations of the South the opportunity to exchange news and
i nformati on about one another in a speedy and cost efficient manner, said
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar today.

"We want to provide an alternative source of information and wor ki ng
rel ati onshi p where you have the opportunity to report things as they are
rather than purely intrepretation and perception by a very biased foreign
medi a t hat does not understand the country," he said.

Speaking to reporters after opening the SNNi Wor kshop here, he was
confident that the initiative would work as there was a | ot of interest and
syner gy.

"There shoul d be no problem It's just a question of once you have got
t he nomentum you have to keep up with the nonentum At |east we will not
be getting entirely what the foreign wires are reporting," he added.

He noted that sonetines reports about Mal aysia were quoted fromforeign
news medi a.

"Why should it be. It should be fromour side. Even if they want to
report, you have your side of the story . Then you deci de for yoursel ves
what type of judgenental issue that you want to be understood or
proj ected,"” he added.

In his speech, Syed Hanmi d said with the establishnment of news exchange
arrangenents such as the SNNi, the participating countries could hopeto
counter distorted reports enmanating fromforei gn nedia organi sati ons.

"For a long time the South countries were unable to respond to such a
concerted onsl aught by the Wstern nedia and were practically at their
mercy because they controlled all the nediainstitutions as well as the
infrastructure for dissem nation of news and i nformation," he said.

"At least, the reports of our participating news agenci es and
newspapers will serve as cross-reference as conpared to those fromforeign
medi a organi sations," he added

He sai d Western-based nedi a organi sations were nore interested in
di sasters or catastrophes, political or social upheavel s that befal
devel opi ng countries rather than their progress.

Syed Hami d said many countries in Africa had indicated their intention
to join the SNNi arrangenent.

The SNNi workshop is a 10-day training programme for journalists
involved in SNNi to equip themwith the soft skills to tap the full
potential of Information and Conmuni cati on Technol ogy.

Thirteen foreign and 12 Mal aysi an participants are attending the
programre or gani sed by t he Mal aysi an Nati onal News Agency (Ber namm) .

The foreign partici pants were fromBot swana, Nanmi bia, Myzanbi que.

Zi nbabwe. the Republic of CQuinea, South Africa, CGhana, Mal awi, Uganda and
Laos.

SNNi was jointly | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda dan President J. Chi ssano of
Mbzanbi que i n Kanpal a, Uganda, on Aug 20 | ast year.

The initial participating nmenbers of SNNi are Daily News of Botswana;
Bernama, The New Straits Ti mes and Ut usan Mal aysi a of Ml aysi a; Mbzanbi que
News Agency; Nam bi a Today of Nam bi a; Buanews of South Africa; New Vision
of Uganda; and The Heral d of Zi nbabwe.
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