20/ 07/ 2002
Dr M Ml ays nust change their nm ndset

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Malay mindset willing to sacrifice the teachings
of Islam and condone sl ander, vulgarity and i moral behavi our nmust be
changed for the future of the comunity, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
sai d today.

Expr essi ng di sappoi ntment over such tendencies in the Anak Bukit and
Pendang by-el ections, the Umo president said that it was sad to note that
some Mal ays supported | eaders who had no respect for Islam

"It is very disappointing that they should support people who are
obvi ously show ng di srespect to |Islam by going conpletely against the
teachings of Islam.. they curse, slander, show vul gar hand-si gns and
expose their private parts in public,” Dr Mhathir said.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after delivering his keynote address at
t he Kual a Lunmpur International Forumon Islam (Kalif 2002), he refuted
suggestions that there were internal problens in the Barisan Nasi onal

The BN s defeat for the Anak Bukit State seat and the slimvictory for
t he Pendang parlianmentary seat was not due to the choice of candidates, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Qpposition supporters were so fanatical they m ght
even elect a "tree stunp” if it were a Pas candi date.

"If they rope in an Umo | eader today and make hi m contest under their
ticket tonorrow, he will surely win because these people (supporters) do
not think at all ... all they knowis to support the synbol of the noon."

Dr Mahathir said that Pas had hoodw nked the Mal ays into believing that
the "Pas | aw' they had enacted was actually the Quranic hudud.

"It is not Islamc at all. Wien it is not just, it is not Islanc but
they used the word hudud in order to justify.

"But they don't care about justice, so long as it is called hudud they
will support. Like "Parti Islam'... it is called Islambut it is actually
anyt hing but Islam" he added.

To a question, the Prime Mnister said he did not expect the Qpposition
to raise the ruckus they engineered in Anak Bukit and Pendang during the
next general election as they would be dispersed all over the country.

"Last night they were literally their own policenman. They do not care
about | aw and order.

"W hope we can oversee the (general election) so that it would be a
fair election. Previously we did not have this kind of phenonmenon but now
they seemto think that by using strong-armtactics, they can win."

On Pas' threat to contest the election results for the Pendang
parliamentary seat in court, Dr Mahathir said that they were free to do
anyt hing as provided for under the | aw.

On BN s achi evenent, he said that the coalition had made progress but
noted that Malays in the two areas were split.

"It is true that there is a split down in the nmiddl e but we have
progressed ... it is not easy to convert people who refuse to think or
eval uate but nmerely follow what (their |eaders) tell themto do.

"Even (if) the | eaders do all kind of wong things, both fromthe Ml ay
and Islamic point of view, it seens that these people just cannot do
anyt hi ng el se but support (then)... that is why we have not been able to
obtain better results, but I think we have nade progress,” Dr Mhathir,
who is al so BN chairnan, said.

He noted that Umo nmenbers who deserted the party in 1997/99 were al so



seen to have returned to party's fold.
"Not all have returned but we have obtained 3, 000-odd additional votes
this time and obviously sonme of these were our nenbers before,” he said.
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