16 MAR 2002
Cuepacs- Teachers
ANNUAL LEAVE FOR TEACHERS NEVER DI SCUSSED, SAYS CUEPACS

DUNGUN, March 16 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs today cl aimed that the proposa
to provide annual |eave for school teachers has never been di scussed
whet her at the Public Service Departnent (PSD) or Cuepacs |evel.

Its president, Datuk N Siva Subramaniamsaid the PSD itself had
confirmed that there was no proposal to elimnate the m d-termholidays and
replace themw th annual | eave as was reported earlier

"There is no proposal at all to reduce or renove the interest of
teachers including replacing the existing holiday system..we are puzzl ed
how it could have been raised," he told reporters after attending a
di al ogue with teachers here today.

Siva, who is al so secretary-general of the National Union of Teaching
Prof ession (NUTP), said a NUTP survey reveal ed that nore than 98 per cent
of teachers opposed the nove.

He clained that the proposal had caused uneasi ness anpong the nore than
300, 000 teachers in the country.

He said the proposal was also irrel evant because it woul d have
substantial financial inplication.

Siva said he would nmeet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
on Workers' Day on May 1 to clarify the matter.

"W want the Prime Mnister to know the inplication resulting fromthe
(annual |eave) issue and seek his intervention so that the issue can be
stopped i medi ately, " he said.

He said the NUTP had sent a letter to Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa
Mohamad t hree days ago expressing regret over the proposal.

The NUTP is conducting a series of dialogues throughout the country to
clarify various issues including the proposal to inplement annual |eave
whi ch woul d repl ace the m d-term hol i days.
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