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Anot her I CT-friendly Budget on the cards?

Ahmad Kushai ri

I T"S Budget Day tonorrow. This is the time of the year when Ml aysi ans,
fromthe average honemaker to the high-flying chief executive officer wll
be glued in front of the TV set to follow the proceedings |live from Dewan
Rakyat .

The avid cyber surfers nmeanwhile will feel "savvier" and cool to follow
the event on the Internet. Regardless of the nedium all eyes will be on
the man of the hour Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is
al so the Finance Mnister, as he delivers his nuch awaited presentation at
about 3pm t onorrow.

So, what will it be? I'msure everyone will be hoping that the Budget
wi | | have sonet hing good for himor her. The sane goes for nmenbers in the
| ocal information and comunications technol ogy industry, who nust be
praying for an ICT-friendly Budget that will help to further spark the
i ndustry's growmh, enabling it to be nore resilient in these chall enging
times. ICT-friendly in the sense that there will be nore incentives in the
formof policies and tax breaks to further boost the technol ogy sector and
encour age the adoption of ICT, particularly in key growth areas.

Wl |, these past few weeks, a | ot have been said about the need to
ensure Mal aysia remains the preferred destination for investnments, in view
of chal l enges fromregi onal markets such as China, which are becom ng nore
attractive for foreign players. Al these undoubtedly require counter-
nmeasures, neaning nore incentives to attract foreign investors, including
those in the ICT field. It should be interesting to see whet her Budget
2003 considers tax rate reduction and other incentives.

At the same tinme, the Prime Mnister has al so continuously called upon
the I ocal small and medi um enterprises to become nore conpetitive in view
of the inpending globalisation. Mre perks for this group to encourage
themto utilise ICT nore?

And what about the man-on-the-street? WIIl there be nore incentives for
himor her to enbrace ICT, inline with the nation's know edge econony
pl ans?

By tonorrow evening, all these questions will be duly answered.
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