31 OCT 2002
Parl i ament - Mbti on
ANOCTHER MOTI ON ON RMLO SALARY CUT REJECTED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat today rejected yet
anot her notion to deduct a minister's salary by RMLO, this tinme the one
directed at Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob for allegedly
failing to discharge his duties properly.

Deputy Speaker Datuk Lim Si Cheng nmade the decision after the
voi ce overwhel med the "yes" voice to the notion.

It is the third such notion, raised under Standing Orders 66.9, to have
been rejected at the current sitting. The earlier ones were agai nst
Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad and Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Chor
Chee Heung.

Deputy Information M nister Datuk Khalid Yunus, when w nding up the
debate on the notion tabl ed by Husam Misa ( PAS- Kubang Kerian), said the
opposition was seeking cheap publicity and trying to vent their anger on
t he governnent.

Expressing regret over their prejudice agai nst Radi o Tel evi si on
Mal aysia (RTM), Khalid questioned whether they understood the rea
phi | osophy behi nd St andi ng Orders 66. 9.

"Cl ause 66(9) has been abused by the opposition for their own cheap
political interest. They are abusing denocracy...their action has tarnished
the supreme House of the country,” said Khalid.

A simlar notion against the Science, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster has yet to be debat ed.

On RTMs role, he said the station had explained to the public the
truth voiced out by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on the
politics of slander and hatred practised by the opposition.

"RTM di d not make up these issues and all its programes were based on
facts. Al the videoclips shown were (based on) those distributed by PAS
itself," he said.

Khalid said it was unfair of the opposition to hit out at the
I nformati on M ni ster because the deputy mnister and other senior officials
of the mnistry were also responsible if there were any shortcomni ngs.

He said it would be nore appropriate to deduct the salary of the
OQpposi tion Leader for making irrel evant speeches and those of other
opposition nenbers for their irresponsible behaviour |ike seeking to cut a
mnister's salary.

Husam is his notion, said RTM s progranmes were not viewed by nany
people as their content quality was inferior conpared to that of other
stations |ike TV3.

The noti on was debated by three nmenbers -- Datuk Mohamad Aziz (BN Sri
Gadi ng), Mohamad Sabu (PAS- Kual a Kedah) and Dat uk Dr Yusof Yacob
(BN-Si pi tang).
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