13 FEB 2002
MCA- Phant om
TEAM B LEADERS ALLEGE MEMBERSHI P LI ST CONTAI NS PHANTOM MEMBERS

| POH, Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Perak MCA | eaders aligned to TeamB | ed by
party deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek today questioned the validity of
nore than 33,000 new nmenbers in the state and all eged there were many
phant om menbers.

Tej a Assenbl yman Dr Ho Wai Cheong, who acted as the group's spokesman,
sai d the menbership list rel eased on Sunday by party headquarters contai ned
"suspi ci ous nenbers” and it was not a clean |ist.

"It is unbelievable there are 33,636 new nenbers in Perak out of
135,000 nationwi de. W& are quite sure sone people, including college
students, do not even knowt hey have been regi stered as MCA nenbers," he
told a press conference here today.

Present were Kual a D pang assenbl yman Dr Chong Fah, Chan Kam (Pasir
Pinji), Datuk Lee Chee Leong (Mali mNawar) and former Mengl enmbu assenbl yman
Li ew Chong Sang.

Ah Lek, the forner Human Resources M nister, is expected to challenge
party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik for the president's post at
the party election on June 29.

Per anpal amsai d the 40 per cent di scount woul d be avail able be until
Fri day.

Dr Ho said they found di screpancies in the Iist put up for inspection
for 21 days and were verifying the names with branches and divisions in the
state.

He said the new nenbers m ght have been approved wi t hout the know edge
of branch chairnen and sone menbers coul d have been transferred to ot her
st at es.

He cl ai med there was sel ective approval of nenbership in Perak, saying
that new menbers in pro-Dr Ling branches were easily approved even t hough
sone submitted their applications only in Decenber.

"“Many branches have hundreds or even a thousand nmenbers added to their
list. On the other hand, nmenbership in branches not aligned to themare not
approved until today al though some applied as early as in 2000," he said.

Dr Ho said 3,976 nmenbership applications for Batu Gaj ah, | poh Tinur,
Gopeng and Kanpar di vi sions were rej ected wi thout any reasons, addi ng t hat
Nati onal Organising Secretary Datuuk Ong Ka Chuan, who i s al so Perak MCA
chief, had aroleinit.

New branches were al so added in | poh Timur, Gopeng and Kanpar
di vi si ons.

He said Team B nenbers were conpiling a |ist of "questionabl e nenmbers"
to be submitted to the party el ection steering conmttee, central committee
and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"It's a nunber gane...the nore nenbers in a branch, there'll be nore
del egates to the divisional election and this will have a bearing on the
el ection at national-level," he said.

Dr Ho said it would not be a fair election as the menbership |list had
been mani pul ated to suit certain | eaders.

He sai d Perak was one of the crucial states for the coming el ection as
it woul d be sendi ng 739 del egates, the third bi ggest after Sel angor and
Johor, to the General Assenbly.
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