06 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Ter m
PM S TERM OF OFFI CE NOT LI M TED TO ANY SPECI FI C Tl ME- FRAME

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that a termof a president or a prine mnister should
not be limted to a specific tine-frane as this will make himless
effective in managi ng a country.

For exanple, he said, if a president is restricted to a two-year term
he woul d spend the first year settling down, the second | earning the
probl ems and by the third year, he would be out.

Simlarly, he said, if a president is allowed in office for only two
terns, by the second term the person woul d be regarded as a | ane duck

"Nobody ever foll ows hi mbecause he is on his way out anyway. You wait
for the next president," he told the 35th International General Meeting of
the Pacific Basin Economi c Council here.

Asked to clarify reports that he was not going to be prinme mnister for
life, Dr Mahathir, speaking during a question and answer session, said in
t he end not hi ng woul d be done.

"That is why | require 21 years," he said in jest to the anusenent and
appl ause of the audience.

"Strictly speaking, if | drop dead now, | would be classified as a man
who was prinme minister for life," he said, again to the appl ause and
| aught er of the audience.
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