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Prot on saves RMl45m a year in forex with EMS

Zai di |sham | smai

PERUSAHAAN Ot onobi | Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) has nanaged to save RML45
mllion a year in foreign exchange (forex) with its engi ne managenent
system ( EV5)

Proton chief executive officer Tengku Tan Sri Mahal eel Tengku Ariff said
the EM5 has reduced Proton's engi neering devel opnent cost by between 20
per cent and 30 per cent.

"The EMS has further reduced our reliance on foreign technol ogy that
places limtations on product devel opment for the national car conpany,"
he told reporters in Shah Alam Sel angor, yesterday.

He had earlier presented appreciation awards to Proton's 79 engi neers
and support staff.

"The cost-saving of up to 30 per cent is one of the main reasons Proton
has been able to maintain the price of the Wra in spite of rising costs,"
he said.

He said the EMS has enabled Proton to have a free hand in determ ning
future performance paraneters and strategies for the cars it produces.

Mahal eel said Proton is also able to reduce its reliance on outside
parties and paynents of royalties and invisible costs.

The EMS project conprises two versions - the EM5400 and EMS700.

The EMS400 is devel oped for the Satria and Wra nodels and is al ready
installed in both nodels which rolled out of the production Iine fromJuly
| ast year.

The second version, the M5700, is devel oped for the Waja nodel and is
due to be fitted on the Waja nodel which will be out by the first quarter
of next year.

Research and devel opnent work on the EMS700 is on-going and is being
intensified.

Proton first initiated the project in 1998 to enable its Wra nodel to
nmeet the nore stringent European Enmission Legislation (Step I11) for sale
in 2001.

EMS sinply nmeans the tweaking of engines in the selected Proton nodels
ranging from1.1 litres to 1.8 litres according to the driving style of
its owners.

Uilising electronics, it controls functions such as fuel injection
rate, ignition timng, idl e speed control, cooling fans, air-conditioning
as well as other integral parts of the engine.

The EMS700 series will have enhanced capabilities to match it with the
t echnol ogi cal edge offered by Canshaft Profile (Canpro), Proton's own
engi ne.

Canpro was first unveiled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in the UK in July 2000.

The Waja will be the first vehicle to use the Canpro which will be
managed by the EMS700 version.

A maj or highlight of the EM5700 is the Drive By Wre (DBW system

Proton jointly devel oped the EMS systemwi th its subsidiary Lotus
Engi neering as well as German gi ant Sienens VDO

Mahal eel said Proton was able to recover the RMO million invested in
devel oping the EM5 six nmonths after its launch in July |ast year.

He added that the EM5 is not fitted into other nodels such as the
Perdana V6 and the Juara.
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