20/ 10/ 2002
“Saudi Arabia can be world power

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh
O L-RICH Saudi Arabia is in a position to becone a world power to protect
the well-being of the ummah and the religion

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, speaking to the Saudis at
a synposi um yesterday, said this was not because the Mislimworld wanted
to enbark on world conquest but sinply to ensure that the ummah is not
oppressed as they are today.

"Al'l ah knows that the Muslimunmah is in dire need of a Muslimcountry
which is a world power. Saudi Arabia is well positioned to becone one if
it chooses to do so, and is hel ped by the umah worl dwi de,"” he said in his
keynot e address at a synposiumon the future vision for the Saudi econony.

Anmong those at the synposiumwere top Saudi governnent officials and
corporate figures.

The t hree-day synposium organi sed by the Saudi Mnistry of Planning and
supported by the Wrld Bank, was opened by Crown Prince Abdul | ah Abdu
Aziz. It is aimed at preparing a |ong-term sustai nabl e devel opnent pl an
for the country.

Dr Mahathir said if Mislinms adhered strictly to the teachings of Islam
they could be economically and politically strong without |osing their
identity or faith.

"What | have said is entirely possible, subject, of course, to there
being the will to do what is needed. The choice is yours. Islamis not in
t he way.

"In fact, Islamenjoins us to do all that | have said can be done."

Dr Mahathir said there were Mislins who believed that being nodern and
advanced was un-Islamc, and that there were al so those who believed that
the religion was not for all tines.

As a result, they neglect the nodernising role of Islamand they have
becone backward, he added.

"We forget the nodernising effect of Islamon the Jahilliah Arabs. It
was |slam's nodernising effect, in the context of Arab society of those
days, that hel ped the spread of the religion and built the MislimEnpire."

The Prime Mnister said that in the present information age, information
and comuni cati on technol ogy was the driving force for econom c progress.

He said there was no need for a big workforce but there was certainly a
need for workers highly educated in science and mat hemati cs.

"These are subjects which the Arabs excelled in the past. Unfortunately
at a certain stage, the Muslins turn their backs on science and
mat hemati cs.

"Since then, their civilisation has declined and until today, they are
anong the | east educated and | east advanced people in the world."

Dr Mahathir said in neglecting these essential subjects, they had
actual ly disregarded the injunctions of Islamto seek know edge.

"The fact is that Muslins today cannot negl ect science and nat hematics
if they want to avoid bei ng weak and oppressed.

"Qur holy places will remain our holy places even if Saudi Arabia
becomes a great industrial and financial power."

Earlier, Dr Mhathir explained how Mal aysia grew from an agricul ture-
based nation which depended on rubber and tin exports to a manufacturing-
driven econony.

He said due to the |abour shortage, Ml aysia today had to go for high-
tech, capital-intensive industries to nurture the econony and give its



peopl e and the nation a better incone.
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