28 JAN 2002
Sports-X-treme
SHAHRI VAN W NS Bl KE PARK EVENT

KUALA LUWMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia got off to a fine start in
the Asian X Games Junior Il and Qualifier |1V chanpi onshi ps here today when
Shahri man Rusdee emner ged chanpion in the bike park event at the KLCC Park
here.

The student of Sekol ah Menengah Bantuan Tung Hua in Si bu beat 16 ot her
conpetitors with his inpressive routines to collect 92.75 points.

Second pl ace went to Thailand' s Nuttapol Suwannatat who scored 91
points and third place to Zaneer Abdul Ml ek of Si ngapore who earned 85.50
poi nts.

The chanpi onshi ps, being held in Malaysia for the first tine, were
opened by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

The performance of Shahriman, 12, has placed himin a good position for
the overall titleinthe BMX Bicycle Stunt junior category featuring three
events.

He needs to win one nore event, either the "best trick or flatland"
final tonorrow, to emerge overall chanpion and book his ticket to train at
t he Woodwar d Canp i n Pennsyl vania, the United States.

The BMX Bicycl e Stunt junior category is decided on the two hi ghest
scores fromthe three events contested.

Shahri man, who finished fifth in his debut in Phuket, Thail and, two
years ago, said he would be taking part in the best trick only.

"This success is very neaningful to ne, especially after having trained
so hard for a year. However, my struggle is not over yet as | still have
one nore chal l enge tomorrow, in the best trick

"I amconfident of repeating today's success, and | hope to create
hi story by wi nning this chanmpionship in front of our own fans," he said.

The results of two other final events today -- Inline Skating Park and
Skat eboarding Park -- will only be known tonorrow because of technica
probl ens faced by the organisers.
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