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Dr Ling: Learn fromother countries

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mal aysians nmust be willing to enul ate the best
practices of other countries in order for the nation to nove ahead and be
successful, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

He added they nmust not be reluctant to learn fromothers as it was the
only way forward.

Dr Ling said the one that would survive in a rapidly devel opi ng world
was not the cleverest or the strongest, but one who knew how to fully
utilise his brain power.

"We may think that we are good but out there someone else in sone other
place will be better, and we must not be reluctant to learn fromthem

"For instance, when we were | ooking into ways to upgrade our ports, |
(as Transport Mnister) visited all the renowned ports in the world, in
Si ngapore, Rotterdam and others, to learn their best practices,” he said
after opening the two-day international conference on the "Review of
Chi nese Mal aysian Society and Its Vision" at Wsnma MCA

Dr Ling said Ml aysi ans nmust be hunbl e enough to accept good ideas from
ot her countries.

"Luxenbourg, for instance, is a good exanple of a small country with
good i deas whi ch can be enul at ed

"Al though its popul ation and size is about the same as our Larut and
Mat ang districts, it has 180 international banks, 94 insurance conpanies
and one of the best freighter airlines in the world. Al these
est abl i shnents operate from Luxenbourg and they serve the whol e of Europe.

"This is quite an achievenent for a small country. As such, we can learn
a lot fromLuxenbourg.” (Dr Ling was part of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s entourage during the Prime Mnister's working visit to
Luxenmbourg recently.)

Earlier, Dr Ling said Malaysia was not given a chance to succeed after
its I ndependence as the country conprised people fromdifference races and
religi ous backgrounds.

"But we have done well as there was give-and-take, solidarity and
political co-operation between the races.

"Every nonth, |eaders fromother countries visit and ask how we did it.
We share with them our phil osophy, how we nmanage conflict and how we
di sagree only behind cl osed doors."

The conference, organi sed by the Persatuan Graduan Muda Mal aysi a
together with the Xiao En Cultural Foundation and the Mal aysi an Et hica
Politics Research Centre, was attended by sone 200 participants including
public university students. Al so present was Human Resources M ni ster
Dat uk Dr Fong Chan Onn.

Speakers were from Japan, Singapore, Australia, the United States and
Hong Kong.

Per sat uan Graduan Muda Mal aysi a chai rman Quek Ngee Meng sai d Mal aysi an
hi story should be studied in detail as the Chinese community could | earn
fromthe past. "This way, they can understand their full potential."
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