01 DEC 2002

ARREST LOAN SHARKS, SAYS SAMY VELLU

SEREMBAN, Dec 1 (Bernamm) -- Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
said today illegal noneyl enders or |oan sharks should be arrested and
severely punished for breaking the | aw.

"They nust be arrested for | ending noney without |icence and shoul d be
severely punished,” he said, commenting on the death of a couple:and their
son after taking paraquat in what is believed to be a | oan-shark rel ated
case.

Busi nessman M Mani naran, 35 and his wife Leela Vellu, 27, died at the
Serenban Hospital on Friday while their four-year-old son, Devan Raja on
Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters after opening the 35th general assenbly of the
Tam | Youth Bell Clubs here, Sany Vellu who is also MC President said the
| oan sharks nostly operated in the Klang Vall ey and maj or towns.

He said he would also wite to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on how t he governnment coul d make it easier for the | owinconme group
to obtain bank | oans w thout needing to resort to | oan sharks.

"I will wite to himin his capacity as Finance Mnister to find ways
on how the poor who are interested in business could get financing," he
sai d.
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