29 AUG 2002

ARROYO SENDI NG RAMOS TO MEET MAHATHI R

MANI LA, Aug 29 (Bernamm) -- President Joria Arroyo is sending forner
president Fidel Ranpbs to Malaysia to discuss with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad the plight of deportees from Sabah.

Senior officials, asking not to be nanmed, today said Arroyo is taking
the nove after seeing for herself the "appalling conditions" of deportees
i n Bongao, Tawi - Tawi .

Arroyo flew to Bongao to neet the thousands of deportees, including
worren and chil dren who reportedly suffered "i nhunan treatnment" by Ml aysi an
police in Sabah.

She di stributed nmedicines and food supplies to the deportees and took
time to talk to themand hear their conplaints.

Oficials said Arroyo wants Ramps to discuss with Dr Mahathir ways and
nmeans to ensure an "orderly and humanl y" deportati on of undocunented
Fi i pi nos from Sabah.

The former president has assuned the role of an el der statesman since
he finished his termin 1996, travelling to various countries on speaking
engagenents and goodw | | i ssions.

Wil e he was president from 1992 to 1996, Ranbs had nunerous neetings
with Dr Mahathir which led to a surge in Ml aysian investnments in the
Phi | i ppi nes.
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