03 SEPT 2002
Mahat hi r - Gonzal es
ARROYO S SPECI AL ENVOY MEETS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 3 (Bernamm) -- Philippine President's Special Envoy,
Nor berto Gonzal es, today net Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
at his office here.

An aide of the prine mnister confirmed that the 30-m nute nmeeting took
pl ace in the afternoon.

The neeting, anong others, discussed nedia reports in the Philippines
that Filipino illegal inmmgrants detained at holding centres in Kota
Ki nabal u, Sandakan and Tawau were treated i nhumanely by the Ml aysi an
pol i ce.

Gonzal es is the Presidential Adviser for Special Concerns.

It was reported earlier that President doria Arroyo woul d send forner
Phi |l i ppi ne president Fidel Ranps to nmeet Dr Mahathir to discuss the natter.

Yest erday, Arroyo's Adviser for MuslimAffairs, Nur Jaafar, and a
ni ne- menber del egation arrived in Kota Ki nabal u

He told reporters in Kota Kinabalu today the del egati on was sent to
"see with our own eyes the conditions of our illegal countrynmen here but
not to investigate and not to point fingers at anyone."

The Ml aysi an authorities have tenporarily stopped deporting illega
Fi li pi nos pendi ng i nspection of their conditions by Philippine officials.
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