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Chi nese-based BN parties get a week

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Except for Chi nese-based conponent parties which had
requested a week to decide how the proposal to teach Mathematics and
Science in English is to be inplenented i n Chinese national -type school s,
others in Barisan Nasional fully supported the nove.

In fact, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanad Rahmat said ot her
conponent parties wanted the proposal to be inplenmented in all primry
school s i nmedi ately.

"However, after a thorough discussion, all agreed that it is only fair
for the Chinese-based parties to be given one week to seek a solution
anong t hensel ves on the inplenentation

"This is fair as we are not forcing any conponent party to accept the
proposal as this is a very inportant decision by the Governnent," he said,
addi ng that the neeting proceeded w thout any heated debate.

However, Mohamad said BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad did
express his di sappoi ntnent that there was much resent ment anong sone
conponent parties to the proposal

"None of the CGovernnent's policies in the past have ever triggered this
ki nd of reaction from conmponent parties.

"However, Dr Mahathir was able to convince them There was no heated
argunent at all. In fact, everyone was |evel -headed when they di scussed
the issue,"” he said after the three-hour BN supreme council mneeting today
ended.

Mohamad said he was confident the proposal to teach Sci ence and
Mat hematics in English would proceed as planned in all primary school s
next year with a nodification for Chinese national-type schools.

"The Chinese schools will be able to inplenment the proposa
simul taneously like the rest of the national schools by next year

"W have al so di scussed counter proposals which they tabled during the
nmeeting, some of which were quite practical."”

However, Mohamad refused to el aborate on the details of the counter
proposal s subnmtted by the Chi nese-based conponent parti es.

Mohamad said BN s deci sion and endorsenent on the inplenmentation of
teachi ng Mat hematics and Science in English would be subnmitted to the
Gover nnent .

In Kuching, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud said the
Federal Governnent's proposal to introduce teaching Sci ence and
Mat hematics in English in all primary schools next year has the backing of
all BN parties in Sarawak.

Taib, who is also State BN chairnman, said the nove was appropriate and
timely.

The four State BN component parties are Parti Pesaka Bum putera Sarawak,
Sarawak United People's Party, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak and Sarawak
Nati onal Party.

He spoke after opening the Second National Conference on Cognitive
Sci ence today (See Page 8).
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