16/ 07/ 2002
Under stand Quran before preaching to others, Dr Mtells Pas |eaders

Ai non Mohd; Patrick Sennyah

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d today
Pas | eaders shoul d thensel ves read and understand the Quran thoroughly

bef ore preaching to others.

He said cursing and swearing were never a part of Islam c teaching, but
yet it was conmon to hear Pas | eaders doing it openly at their ceramah

Dr Mahathir made these remarks at two separate functions in Pendang and
Anak Bukit.

"Even Pas | eaders, like its spiritual adviser Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk
Mat and acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, should read and
understand the Quran before preaching to others.

"This is why we can never accept Pas' version of hudud. It is their
version of hudud and nothing to do with Islam" he said when opening the
Kedah Farmers, Livestock Breeders and Fi shernens' Day at the Pendang
Recreati onal Park today.

Dr Mahathir said if hudud tabled by the Terengganu Pas Governnment were
the aws of Allah as clainmed by Hadi, then it was inpossible for these
| aws to be changed all of a sudden

"Did All ah suddenly change the | aws after being pressured by Wnen and
Fam |y Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil and others who
wer e agai nst the Terengganu CGovernnent | aws?" asked the Prime Mnister
adding that there was only one set of hudud and these | aws coul d never be
changed.

He said Malaysia was a nulti-racial country and |Islam never taught
anyone to treat others unfairly.

"That is why we treat everyone the sanme here. The world is not filled
only with Muslins. There are so many races, all created by God. W never
want to nake anyone feel uneasy here and we have done so well that
foreigners often cone to Malaysia to learn how a multi-racial society has
lived in harnony for so many years and seen such vast devel opnent.

"Look at what Pas has done for Terengganu and Kel antan. There has been
no progress at all. I call upon the people to reject Pas and its teachings
outright and together bring Pas down."

At anot her function in Sekol ah Kebangsaan Sungai Baru in Anak Bukit, Dr
Mahat hir criticised those who had enjoyed the devel opnment brought about by
t he Governnent but were ungrateful for it.

He said many had becone successful with help fromthe Governnent, but
Pas had taught themnot to be thankful but to hate the Governnent instead.

"Pas clains there is no need for anyone to be thankful as it is the
responsibility of the Governnent to provide for the people.”

He said all Pas did was to go around maki ng enpty prom ses, including
that a vote for Pas woul d guarantee them a place in heaven where they can
meet their former |eader, the late Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor

Dr Mahathir said he accepted that sone may not support Umo, but this
shoul d not give themthe licence to hurl abuse at others.

He pointed out that the poverty rate in the country was now only about
seven per cent conpared with 80 per cent 44 years ago. Progranmes,

i ncludi ng the Hardcore Poor Devel opnent Programe, had worked well and it
was the Government's aimto continue with these programes. He said the
Bari san Nasi onal CGovernnent never negl ected the poor and was al ways

| ooking into nore ways to assi st them
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