07 NOV 2002

Mahat hi r - Bush

REPUBLI CAN VI CTORY NAY | NCREASE CONFRONTATI ON BETWEEN US AND | SLAM
SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed fear of increased confrontati on between the United
States and I slamas a result of the Republican victory in the US m dterm
el ections and the grow ng popul arity of Islam c parties worl dw de.

He said that President George W Bush's Republican party's victory was
a vote of confidence in his on-going policies including those affecting the
Musl i mwor | d.

"l suppose the election is a vote of confidence in the policies
foll owed by President Bush," he told reporters after | aunching Proton's new
nodels -- Proton Waja 1.8 and Proton Arena 1.5 at Dataran Putra here.

At the sane tine, Dr Mahathir said that in the Muslimworld, Islamc
parties were al so becom ng popul ar and this woul d only nean i ncreasi ng
confrontati on between the two.

"Both sides are going to play up their anger and hatred to the nmaxi mum
SO we are going to see a world which is not going to be very calm" he
sai d.

Yest erday, Republicans took control of the Senate, retained control of
t he House of Representatives and clainmed a mgjority of the governorhi ps.

Islamic parties that have nade sudden gains in recent elections were in
Paki st an, Turkey, Bahrain and Morocco, with the Justice and Devel opnent
Party voted into power in Turkey.

Dr Mahathir said that A -Qaeda | eader Osanm bin Laden, who was supposed
to have engi neered the attack on the Wrld Trade Centre, had succeeded
beyond hi s dreans.

"He has nade the whole world frightened. Now people are frightened to
do anyt hi ng, he has succeeded.

"And why he has succeeded i s because we are angry. W do not know how
to manage these things and we fell into his trap,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that nost Americans were very angry for the first
time in history.
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