20 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Conput er
PM AGREES W TH SCRAPPI NG OF EPF COVWPUTER PURCHASE SCHEME

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said
today that he fully agrees with the scrappi ng of the Conputer Purchase
Wt hdrawal Schenme (SPPK) for Enpl oyees Provident Fund (EPF) nmenbers.

"I feel uneasy about the use of EPF savings for other purposes. EPF
savings are neant for useinretirenent but if before retiring we have
spent the nmoney, there will be problens |ater," he said.

He said conputer financing was very different fromfinanci ng house
pur chase because a house can be occupi ed forever but a conputer woul d
eventual | y becone "out-of -date".

"That (conputer financing) is not the objective for establishing EPF,"
he told a news conference after officiating at a cerenony to nark the
conpl etion of Putrajaya Lake here.

Yest erday, EPF Chairnman Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli said SPPK, which was
i ntroduced in July 2001, had been scrapped because st udi es showed t hat 66.5
percent of contributors who nade w t hdrawal s under the schene had m sused
t he noney.

Dr Mahathir said they could find other sources of financing to buy
conput ers as conputers were not too expensive and, in fact, sone conpani es
were renting out conputers at RVbO a nont h.

Meanwhi | e, when asked on | ndonesi an Peopl e' s Consul tative Council (MPR)
Speaker Ami en Rais' statenent criticising Ml aysiafor whipping |ndonesian

illegal inmigrants, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't want to respond to such
things. | don't conduct relations with other countries |like that."
"Actual ly, Singapore also has got the sane thing (law). | didn't see

anybody conpl ai ni ng. You stay | ong (overstay) in Singapore, you get
whi ppi ng. W | earn from Si ngapore-1|ah," he said.

On Putrajaya Lake, the prinme ninister expressed satisfactionwithits
devel opnent, saying the | ake had i npressed nany foreign visitors to his
of fice.

"When | showed themthe | ake fromny office and explained that it is a
man- made | ake, nost of themwere surprised and i npressed by its vastness
and beauty," he said.

He said froma two-netre wi de stream the | ake had becone big,
beautiful and deep enough for various types of recreational activities.

A beach m ght be provided for the benefit of the public soon, he said.

The 570ha | ake i ncl udes a 197ha wetl and and has control | ed water
quality and a regul ated depth of 21 netres.

Dr Mahathir said there were now sonme 30, 000 people living in Putraj aya
al though the area has only 85 registered voters.
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