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ASEAN EMBARKS ON THE ROAD TOMRDS REG ONAL RENAI SSANCE

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

PHNOM PENH, Nov 6 (Bernama) -- The just-concluded 8th Asean Summit
mar ks a new chapter for the grouping as its 10 nmenbers find strength in
each other to enmbark on an econom ¢ renai ssance whil e pl edging to counter
terrorist activities in the region.

After being in the doldruns follow ng the Asian financial crisis in
1997, Asean has proven its resilience as it once again energes as a region
with solid potential s wooed by many.

Being witten-off is not part of Asean's plans as | eaders neet sunmt
after summit to forge cl oser econom c cooperation and integration that
woul d nmake Sout heast Asia an attractive narket.

Asean's toil seens to be paying off as econom c powerhouses such as
Chi na and Japan, the world's second | argest econony, signed pacts with the
groupi ng in Phnom Penh that may | ead to the possible formation of
Asean- Chi na and Asean-Japan Free Trade Areas (FTAs).

The FTA with China by the year 2010 will be the | argest econonic bl oc
inthe world with about 1.7 billion consuners.

In remarks made after the summt, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Asean was now on the uptrend and its economic relations with
its three dial ogue partners China, Japan and Sout h Korea woul d nmake the
coll ective partnership one of the nost inportant for the gl obal econony.

"I think fromnow on Asean will play a nore inportant role in the world
econony," he said.

Dr Mahathir said several other parties fromAfrica and North America to
Europe and I ndia had expressed intentions to have sonme sort of econonic
partnershi ps with Asean.

Asean formed in 1967 conprises Brunei, Canbodi a, |ndonesia, Laos,

Mal aysi a, Myanmar, Phillipines, Singapore, Thail and and Vi et nam

Asean | eaders al so addressed terrorismfear that is bugging the region
in the wake of last nmonth's bonb bl ast on the I ndonesian resort island of
Bal i, suspected to be the work of terrorists.

They were obviously concerned over the negative portrayal of Southeast
Asia as not a safe place to be following the GCct 12 incident in which
nearly 200 people lost their lives.

Seeking to reassure frayed nerves, they issued a decl arati on condemi ng
the attacks there and also in the Philippines, and resolved to intensify
efforts to suppress terrorist activities in the region.

In a show of solidarity with I ndonesia, it was announced that next
year's sunmt would be held in Bali

Aware of the inpact on the region's nulti-billion dollar tourism
i ndustry and busi ness environnent, Asean |eaders flayed foreign governnents
for issuing travel warnings advising their citizens to avoi d Sout heast Asia
wi t hout substantial proof of possible terrorist attacks.

In one of his interventions at the high-level gathering, Dr Mahathir
reiterated that terrorismcould not be resolved by mlitary neans al one
wi t hout under st andi ng and addressi ng the root causes of the nenace.

Anot her maj or achi evenent of the Phnom Penh Summit was China's
participation in the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
Chi na Sea designed to ease tensions related to overl apping clainms on the
Spratly islands.

bservers said although it was not a | egally-binding docunent, it was a
much- needed confi dence buil di ng booster for regional security with regard



to the dispute over the potentially oil and mineral rich atolls located in
one of the world's busiest shipping | anes.

As the dust slowy settles after the end of the summt, life in the
Canbodi an capital regained its normal rhythmw th schools and busi nesses in
general reopened after a long break as police renoved tenporary security
posts and cordons near the venue of the sunmit, the Inter-Continental
hot el .

Hosting its first ever Asean summt has been quite a | earning
experience for Canbodi a, the youngest nenber of Asean, which joined the
grouping in 1999, with the attendant security ni ghtmare and communi cati on
breakdown resulting in flared tenper.

Nevert hel ess, it has been a triunph of Khner diplomacy especially the
conveni ng of the inaugural Asean-India Summt in Phnom Penh which was first
noot ed by Canbodi a.

- - BERNAMA

MAM AHH TS



	ASEAN EMBARKS ON THE ROAD TOWARDS REGIONAL RENAISSANCE (Bernama 06/11/2002)

