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ASEAN OFFI Cl ALS MEET | N BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN

By: R Ravi chandran

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, July 25 (Bernama) -- Foreign mnistry officials
from Asean countries nmet here today prior to next week's 35th Asean
M nisterial Meeting (AMM.

The neetings of the Asean Standing Committee (ASC) and Senior O ficials
Drafting Comritte were held at the International Convention Centre, which
will also be the venue for the AMM 9th Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF) and Post
M ni sterial Conferences.

These three neetings will take place fromnext Monnday to Thursday.

Mal aysia's del egation to the ASC neeting was | ed by Kanmal |smaun
director-general of the Asean Departnment in the Foreign Mnistry.

Details of the neeting were not made available to the press.

The ASC is the policy armand organ of coordi nation of Asean and
reviews the work of various conmittees with the view of inplenenting policy
gui del i nes set by the AMM

Comprising the directors-general of the Asean Departments of the
respective nmenber nations, the commttee reports directly to the Asean
foreign mnisters who in turn report to the heads of state or governnent.

The ASC neeting was foll owed by the Task Force on Initiative for Asean
Integration (1 Al) nmeeting. The 1Al was | aunched at the 4th Asean | nfornal
Sunmit in Singapore in Novenmber 2000 and is ained at narrow ng the gap
wi thin Asean nmenber countries and to enhance Asean's conpetitiveness as a
regi on.

The initiative is guided by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s " prosper thy nei ghbour” principle.

It provides a framework for regional cooperation through which the nore
devel oped Asean nenber countries could hel p those menber countries that
nmost need it with the focus on education, skills devel opnent and worker
traini ng.

Asean or the Association of Southeast Asian Nations was established on
August 8, 1967 in Bangkok and is currently made up of Brunei, Canbodi a,
| ndonesi a, Laos, Ml aysia, Mynmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vi et nam
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