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RAFI DAH- ASEM
ASEM DEVI ATI NG FROM ORI G NAL CBJECTI VES, SAYS RAFI DAH

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernana) -- The Asia- Europe Meeting (Asem, the
i nformal process of dial ogue and cooperation ained at bringing the two
continents cl oser together established in 1996 i n Bangkok, i s deviating
fromits original objectives, International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster,

Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz, said today.

She said that there were too many proposal s bei ng nooted by the experts
and em nent persons group, but none has so far been operationalised or put
into practise.

Besi des this, Europe was harpi ng on i ncludi ng contentious political as
wel | as hunman rights i ssues to the extent of preventing neani ngful
di scourse to advance bil ateral economnic |inkages between the continents,
she told a nedia briefing here.

Asemis an informal process of dial ogue and cooperation bringing
t oget her 15 Eur opean Uni on nenbers and t he Eur opean Commi ssion with 10
Asi an countries, nanely Brunei, China, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,

Mal aysi a, the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and and Vi et nam

The inaugural summit was first held in Bangkok in 1996, followed by the
second i n London in 1998 and the third in South Korea in 2000.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is expected to attend the
next sunmt in Copenhagen, Denmark, between Sept 21-24, 2002

Raf i dah sai d: "There i s nothing concrete as far as econoni ¢ cooperati on
is concerned and yet the EUwants to include political issues."

Hosts Denmark is working closely with Ml aysia, Singapore and Irel and
on a proposal to effect life-long learning anong its citizens.

She sai d that the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) forumtoo at
one time was deviating fromits original objectives but sone devel opi ng
countries including Mal aysi a managed to hel p steer it back to the economc
pat h.

Li kewi se, she said that Asemshould revert to its original objectives
and preserve to enhance bilateral trade and i nvestnment as well as reduce
obstacles to trade and i nvestment. -- BERNAMA
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