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By: M khail Raj Abdullah

COPENHAGEN, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- Asian and European | eaders nmust send a
strong political signal to the international conmunity on ways to
effectively conbat terrorismand nore inportantly find its root causes,
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said Saturday.

He said that with the threat of terrorismcutting across borders as
well as ethnic, cultural and religious |ines, the | eaders needed to clearly
spel |l out cooperative efforts to deal with the probl emsuccessfully.

"We nust ascertain why people turn to terrorist activities so that we
can provi de an accurate diagnosis in efforts to conbat terrorism
effectively," he said when briefing Ml aysian journalists here ahead of the
fourth Asi a- Europe Meeting (ASEM begi nni ng Monday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, acconpanied by his wfe
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, is scheduled to arrive here today to
attend ASEM which is an informal summt held biennially between 10 Asi an
countries and 15 European Union (EU nenbers as well as the European
Commi ssi on.

Established at the first summit in 1996, it was foll owed by simlar
meetings in London in 1998 and Seoul in 2000. ASEM ains to bring both
regions closer together in the political, socio and econom ¢ spheres.

Syed Hamid said that | eaders' stand on ways to fight terrorismand the
new security issues in the aftermath of the Sept 11 attacks woul d be
contained in the Copenhagen Decl aration expected to be issued at the end of
t he gat heri ng.

He said that other issues related to terrorismsuch as transnationa
crime as well as illegal imrigration which is of great rel evance to
Mal aysi a woul d al so be touched upon by the | eaders.

Dr Mahathir, who would arrive at noon at the Copenhagen |Internationa
Airport at Kastrupp outside the Danish capital, would proceed to the
sprawing Bella Center after lunch for a nmeeting anong Asi an | eaders today
to prepare an Asi an Copenhagen wor ki ng programme on fighting terrorism

Toni ght, he would join Asian and European | eaders for an informal
wor ki ng di nner hosted by Dani sh Prime M nister Andersfogh Rasnussen.

O her topics for discussion by Asian | eaders include peace in the
Korean Peninsula, a matter which has gained i mportance with North Korea
openi ng up further; Asean's cooperation with China, Japan and South Kor ea;
and the enl argenent of the EU nenbership.

Touching on the informal and interactive nature of the discussions
bet ween | eaders, he said this would provide a val uabl e opportunity for them
to understand each other better "given the many differences and
di stinctiveness so that there is no roomfor uncertainties."”

"In this way, it is hoped that Asian and European | eaders woul d,
through their free-fl owi ng discussions, help to create better understanding
of the cultures, civilisations and religions that exist in our two
regions," he said.

He al so highlighted a | uncheon retreat whereby | eaders woul d di scuss
the differing cultures and civilisations.

"Interestingly enough, its thenme is unity in diversity because rather
than creating a hegenonistic world, what we nust accept is the world with
all its diversity and how we take advantage of that diversity and make it
our strength rather than our divide," he said.

Turning to discussions on econom c and financial cooperation, he said



the | eaders would | ook into ways to overcone the recent global downturn as
a result of the Sept 11 attacks.

It will also enconpass trade facilitation action progranmes and
i nvestnent pronotion action plans to further inprove market access and
i nvestnent conditions in both regions.

Besides this, he said that | eaders would reaffirmtheir commtment to
ensuring the successful conpletion of the 2000 World Trade Organi sation
(WO trade tal ks in Doha.

They will al so touch on the gl obal economic situation, the euro as an
international currency, and the outcome of the Asean Finance M nisters
Meeting and Asean Econonmic M nisters Meeting held this year.
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