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Asia Anerica's friend not foe

Li m Kok W ng

THERE is no panic but Malaysia's multi-mllion ringgit tourismindustry is
cl early apprehensive. Foreign holiday-nakers who had planned trips here
are cancelling their bookings by the thousands, scared off by travel

advi sories issued by the United States and sone other Western countries
warning their citizens to avoid Sout heast Asia after the Oct 12 Bal

bonbi ngs.

Among ot her countries that posted simlar warnings are Australia, Canada
and Germany, all najor sources of high-spending tourists to Ml aysi a.

Monthly tourist arrivals have dropped by between 100, 000 and 300, 000
since the advisories were issued, according to a news report quoting
Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

If the trend continues, the bottomw Il fall out of the higher-end
tourismindustry, hitting hard the big city hotels, in-bound tour
operators and many ot hers downstream who have just begun to see better
times after suffering the twin blows of the econom ¢ downturn and thick
haze fromforest fires in the late 1990s.

This year, tourist arrivals since March had been averaging one mllion a
month. Officials were predicting an increase to nore than 15 mllion in
2003.

In ringgit ternms, the tourismindustry generated RV24.22 billion in
forei gn exchange in 2001.

The Mal aysi an Associ ation of Tours and Travel Agents (Matta) has
reportedly called for the establishment of a crisis nmanagenment teamto
handl e the situation

Matta and the Association of Hotel Enployers have al so conpil ed
statements by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Ml aysia's
stand on the terrorist issue to use themto allay the suspicions of
tourismplayers in foreign countries.

W will need to do much nore. We nust work closely with the Gover nment
to establish an effective, accurate and up-to-date information flow to
target countries.

The countries that issue the travel advisories remain unrepentant
despite sharp criticismby the affected countries. The US said that as a
denocracy it is duty-bound to warn its citizens to avoid visiting certain
pl aces as they risk being targeted by terrorists.

It refused to disclose the source of the information that pronpted the
war ni ngs. Australia, which | ost about 100 of its citizen in the Bal
massacre, is descending into belligerence.

Prime Mnister John Howard was quoted in the Press on Dec 2 as saying
Australia is prepared to |launch pre-enptive strikes against terrorists in
nei ghbouring Asian countries, sparking outrage in the region

The Philippines has also hit out at Australia and Canada for closing
tenmporarily their enbassies in Manila on Nov 28 by citing an undi scl osed
specific and credible threat.

The travel warnings are sinplistic speculation. An incident in one
country does not automatically lead to the re-enactnent in another on the
basi s of geographical proximty and sone superficial simlarities.

The Mal aysi an Government has al ways acted pro-actively in security
matters and drew forei gn condemation for its action

Potential troublemakers are identified and detai ned before they could
commit mischief. It is a policy that is supported by the mgjority of



Mal aysi ans because the effect is visible.

VWere is this irrational fear leading the US? Its blind pursuit of a
hated eneny is endangering its own long-termpolitical and business
interests. Since 1997 accunul ative investnment fromthe US anounted to
RW7.3 billion in 228 approved projects in Ml aysia.

In 2001 the US was Mal aysia's largest trading partner with total trade
anounting to RML13.7 billion, accounting for 19.9 per cent of Malaysia's
trade. That kind of business relationship, by any nornmal neasure, is worth
protecting.

Asean governnents are frustrated and di sappoi nted by the insensitive
treatment especially since they have co-operated fully with the Western
countries in the US-declared war against terrorismafter Sept 11, 2001

The whole world was horrified by the terrorist attacks and responded
wi th synpat hy and assi st ance.

Most countries understood and approved the Anerican-led mlitary
canpai gn in Af ghani stan to destroy the al-Qaeda terror network bl amed for
the Sept 11 carnage.

But the US failed to capitalise on the international goodw || it
received to forge a global coalition against terrorismand now seeks to
expand its anti-terror war to Iraq, which it accuses of secretly
manuf act uri ng weapons of mass destruction

US President George W Bush has announced his goal of toppling Iraqg
Presi dent Saddam Hussein, defying international opinion and | aw.

The world is suddenly faced with a ranpaging mlitary superpower. Like
t he shoot-em up cowboys of the Anerican WIld West, sone Anericans are
hollering to ride posse anywhere and everywhere.

They alone will decide the good guys and stonp on the bad.

In war as in any human enterprise, it nmakes sense to muster the support
of as many allies as possible. That way, you reduce the number of your
enem es, and better protect your rear and fl anks.

The war against terrorists of every colour and creed is a just canpaign
and Mal aysia together with nost other countries has given its full support
and co-operation to it.

Mal aysi a recogni ses that terrorismin the 21st century is a gl obal
peril.

But this war is like no other. It has no frontline. The eneny has no
face and no base. The nenace can strike anywhere, anytine.

The US nmust realise the futility of fighting an unconventional eneny
wi th conventional weapons and tactics. It nust concede the limtation of
its security forces to defend every American everywhere.

It nust acknowl edge the role of friendly nations and it must | earn the
wi sdom of experience. If it continues to shoot at the wong targets, this
war wi Il consunme generations.

Anerica and the Bush Admi nistration nust reach out to heal the wounds of
the world. The deaths, sorrows and pains should be nmourned but the world
and Anmerica shoul d nove on.

America and the Americans have given nuch to the world in ternms of
econom c growth, scientific know edge, generous aid and above all, firing
the imagi nation of mllions as the | and where dreans do cone true.

The US needs to | ook no further than Mal aysia for a lesson in victory
over terrorism Ml aysia defeated a dangerous terrorist novenment through
adopti ng a devel opment programme that won hearts and mnds, and renovi ng
the conditions and root causes that bred recruits for the insurgency.

In Dr Mahathir, too, the US has a unique ally who can hel p push the
cause of peace.

A nodern, progressive Miuslim Dr Mahathir is one of the nost successful
nati onal |leaders in world history. H s energy, admnistrative and



political |eadership and vision have propelled Ml aysia froma primary
comodi ties producer to the threshold of devel oped nation status in two
decades. He is widely known in both the devel oped and devel opi ng world and
hugely admired in many countri es.

Dr Mahathir can carry the nessage of peace to the world froma position
of credibility, supported by his record of consistency and achi evenents
and the |l egacy that is Ml aysia today.

H s | eadership of the Non-Aligned Muvenent (NAM, which will hold its
Sunmit neeting in Kuala Lunmpur in February 2003, and the O ganisation of
I sl am ¢ Conference, whose |eaders will also be neeting in Kuala Lunpur in
Cct ober 2003, places himin an exceptional position to play a key role in
events that will shape the world in the com ng years.
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